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Morning 
By Grace Stone Field * 
CLOUDS in the west, 


The sun. gone down, 
Night descending over the town, 
Rain in the wind, and tears that rise 
From a heart grown old and wise. 


Dawn ‘in the east, 

The dim mist breaking, 

Sweet bird notes the world awaking, 
Hope that soars with the soaring lark,— 
And daylight after dark ! 


LITCHFIELD, CONN. 








The Index to The Sunday School Times for rgo5 ts 
now ready, and will be mailed free upon request. 
eZ “a 
Where the Prizes Lie 
Real values are a.ways difficult to secure. There- 
fore the line of least resistance is likely to be the 
poorest line to follow. It is worth while to bear this 
in mind when considering whether to attempt a diffi- 
cult task or adopt an easier course. A business man 
of very exceptional achievement in a field where com- 
petition 1s killingly keen, and where the temptation 
to let down on strict standards is correspondingly 
strong, recently said that in his opinion ‘the hardest 
proposition is the best proposition.’* His reason for 
this was that when one has secured a certain result by 
overcoming the greatest obstacles in the way, one is 
more firmly entrenched, more permanently in posses- 
sion of that result, than if it had been reached by 
dodging or compromising in the face of difficulties. 
That which is easily won is easily lost. The man 
who makes a short cut to riches usually follows it with 
a.short cut to, poverty. Mushrooms. grow faster than 
oaks, but are not as good life insurance risks. It 





takes courage and determination to win the real 
prizes that lie only on the other side of difficulty ; 
and it takes difficulty to breed courage and deter- 


mination. 
ax 
When to be Original 


_ There is no special credit in mere ‘* originality.’’ 
Most of us seem to think that there is, and that to be 
‘*«commonplace”’ is always to one’s discredit. Butif 
God's call lies in the direction oi the commonplace, 
there is no merit just then in looking around for some- 
thing unusual to do,- though we may properly strive to 
be unusual in the thoroughness and effectiveness of 
our duty-doing. On the other hand, if duty points to 
our standing utterly alone and apart from custom or 
precedent, then God would have us dare to be orig- 
inal in defiance of what others may say or think. 
The credit or discredit of any act depends simply upon 
whether it is in accordance with God's special wish 
for us at the moment. And one who is willing to 
seek credit upon that basis only is not in danger, at 
present, of being commonplace. 


x 
The Confidence of Prayer 


. God is never unwilling to bless his children, He 
does not need to be begged or persuaded or pleaded 
with. He is lovingly eager to crowd and crown our 
lives with good things. We have his promise as to 
this, and we should pray in joyful recognition of his 
promise, not in doubting entreaty. When a corpora- 
tion makes public announcement that a dividend 
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Why Observe 


O FEW questions would one be likely to get a 
greater variety of answers from a given num- 
ber of Christian believers than to the simple 

query: ‘*What is the sabbath for?’’ Every one, 
Christian and worldling, is ready with an opinion on 
this subject.. To a few, the matter is of great interest ; 
to the majority it isa matter of comparative indifference. 
To people of the world, the sabbath day is the one day 
of freedom ; it is the holiday, in the loose sense of 
being a day to do as they please, their day of entire 
release from business obligation, and indeed from obli- 
gation of any sort merely so long as the civil law is 
obeyed. To the average Christian whose religion is 
in working order it is a day of church and Sunday- 


school attendance, a day to be observed in the reli-_ 


giously conventional way. But how many, of the world 
or of the church, stop to inquire seriously into God’s 
ordering of a sabbath day, in order that they may know, 
so far as he is ready to. reveal it, God’s purpose in the 
establishing of such a day, and his will for his children 
on that day in this present age of complex duties and 
relationships ? 

Is it of special importance that one should do this? 
What estimate does God's revelation of his will as 
given in his Word seem to place upon -the sabbath and 
upon sab)ath-keeping and sabbath-breaking ? 

In the early days of’ Israel’s: history, a breach of 
sabbath day observance was punishable by death : 
««whosever doeth any work on the sabbath day, he 
shall surely be put to death.’’:..And this penalty was 
inflicted : ‘*While the children of Israel were in 
the wilderness, they found a man gathering sticks upon 
the sabbath day... And Jehovah said unto Moses, 
The man shall surely be put to-déath : all the congre- 
gation shall stone him with Stones without the camp. 
And all the congregation... stoned him to death 
with stones ; as Jehovah commanded Moses.’’ As one 
studies the continued revelation throughout the Script- 
ures of the purpose of the sabbath, it becomes clear 


has been declared and will be paid upon application, 
it is for those who are entitled to the dividend to claim 
it, not appeal for it, Prayer is a claim, not an ap- 
peal. There are blessings ‘hat God will not send un- 
less we pray for them, but that is because, for our 
good, he has conditioned his sending o. them upon 
our claiming them. And because our claim rests, not 
upon our merit, but upon the merit of the Son and 
the promise of the Father, we are to make it the more 


confidently. 
“— 


The Master Workman 


There is but one master who never permits his 
servants to work without him, even though they may 
often foolishly try to do so. A missionary in a South 
American field, whose labors have been richly blessed, 
tells in a few significant words the secret of all effec- 
tive work. ‘I do not often use nor speak of ‘ work- 
ing for Jesus." I speak rather of working with Jesus. 
‘We are laborers together with God.’ I think of 
him and talk with him as standing by, walking with, 
me ; and consultations are frequent, almost continu- 
ous. I do lay the responsibility on him. I tell my 
people sometimes to take God at his word and, in- 
stead of asking him to Ae/f them do this or that, to 
say, ‘Lord, doit, you said you would.’ ef him do 
it, trust him, and he will do it.’’ _ How much better 
that is than to assume that the chief responsibility is 
ours! How it must hamper God's plans for our work 
when we ask him only to help us! But what a privi- 
lege to be allowed to work with One who alone can 
bring things to pass, and whose loving labors never 
cease ! 


the Sabbath? 


that that seemingly extreme and unreasonable infliction 
of death for gathering sticks on the sabbath day was 
intended as a warning that should stand out then ‘and 
through the centuries as a type of the death that sab- 
bath-breaking carries inseparably with it. 

When, some eight and nine centuries later, Isaiah 
and Jeremiah pleaded with erring Judah to be true to 
her covenant with Jehovah, sabbath-keeping was 
named as one of the terms. Not only.sé, but Isaiah 
announced it as Jehovah's will that ‘‘the foreigners that 
join themselves to Jehovah, . . . every one that keepeth 
the sabbath from profaning it,... even them’’ would 
Jehovah accept and gather to himself. Those of 
Israel who had wandered far from God would be re- 
ceived and honored again by him if they ceased to 
break the sabbath. ‘‘If thou turn away thy foot 
from [against] the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure 
on my holy day; ... and shalt honor it,'’ was the 
condition. ‘But if ye will not hearken unto me to 
hallow the sabbath day,’’ was Jehovah's word through 
Jeremiah, ‘‘ and not to bear a burden and enter in at 
the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath day ; then will 
I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour 
the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.”* 
And in the last days before Judah's national col- 
lapse Ezekiel spoke the word, of Jehovah as to one 
great sin in contrast with Jehovah's great goodness 
to them : ‘* Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, 
to be a sign between me and them, that they might 
know that I am ‘'ehovah that sanctifieth them. But 

. . they rejected mine ordinances, which if a man _ 
keep, he shall live in them ; and my sabbaths they 
greatly profaned.’’ 

After the return from captivity, when Nehemiah 
was, under God's direction, restoring the temple- 
worship in Jerusalem, and striving to bring the people 
of Judah back to the loyal service of God, sabbath- 
breaking is recorded as one of the great difficulties 
with which he had to contend, and as one of the 
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causes of Judah's earlier downfall; and sabbath- 
keeping is named as one of the conditions of God's 
hoped-for favor. Nehentiah writes (13 : 15-22) : 

‘« In those days saw I in Judah some men treading 
winepresses on the sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, 
and lading asses therewith ; as also wine, grapes, and 
figs, and all manner of burdens, which they brought 
into Jerusalem on the sabbath day: and I testified 
against them in the day wherein they sold victuals. 
There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, who brought 
in fish, and all manner of wares, and sold on the 
sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in Jerusa- 
lem. Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, 
and said unto them, What evil thing is this that ye 
do, and profane the sabbath day? Did not your 
fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil 
upon us, and upon this city? yet ye bring more 
wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath. 

‘« And it came to pass that, when the gates of Jeru- 
salem began to be dark before the sabbath, I com- 
manded that the doors should be shut, and commanded 
that they should not be opened till after the sabbath : 
and some of my servants set I over the gates, that 
there should no burden be brought in on the sabbath 
day. So the merchants and sellers of all kind of 
wares lodged without jerusalem once or twice. Then 
I testified against them, and said unto them, Why 
lodge ye about the wall? if ye do so again, I will lay 
hands on you. From that time forth came they no 
more on the sabbath. And I commanded the Levites 
that they should purify themselves, and that they 
should come and keep the gates, to sanctify the sab- 
bath day. Remember unto me, O my God, this also, 
and spare me according to the greatness of thy loving- 
kindness."' 

When the Saviour came into the world, he seems 
to have observed the sabbath day in certain matters 
as the Jews of his time expected it. to be observed ; 
but in teaching the spirit of its observance he uttered 
words which, next to his announcement of his being 
the Son of God, were probably the boldest and most 
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startling, in their breaking loose from the conventional, 
mistaken ‘* orthodoxy “’ of his day, that are recorded 
in the Gospels. » Yet Christ came to fulfil the law,— 
the law of the sabbath as of all else, —not to destroy it. 
And Christ's disciples, including Paul, were careful 
in their observance of the sabbath. 

Therefore the matter of sabbath-observance would 
seem to be no mere incidental detail of life, but some- 
thing which God ranks as a vital, organic part of his 
children’s relations with him. Is it sensible, and is it 
safe, for one who would live in right relationship to 
God here and hereafter, to be willingly in any doubt 
or uncertainty as to all that one may and ought to 
know about this institution and one’s duty towards it? 
Is it not fair to say that there can be no such thing as 
power and right living in this world so long as God’s 
will in this ordinance is unknown or disregarded ? 

Every once in a while some public issue, like the 
opening or closing of the gates of a great exposition 
on Sunday, or a district attorney's views on the Sun- 
day opening of saleons, brings this sabbath question 
into prominence ; and individual—and, for the most 
part, thoughtless—views are freely expressed. There is 
another reason for its special consideration just now: 
On the Sunday of April 8, 1906, some twenty-six 
millions of Sunday-school workers throughout the 
world will unite in studying the record in the twelfth 
chapter of Matthew of the controversy which certain 
Pharisees had with our Lord Jesus Christ because of 
his startling sabbath-day teachings. Christ's word, 
and the Word of God throughout Scripture, ‘will set 
us right in this matter. Parents, ministers, and Sun- 
day-school teachers have a God-given opportunity— 
which is obligation—to study this question for them- 
selves, and to present its truths to the younger gen- 
eration so clearly and so compellingly that sabbath-day 
observance shall receive new honor in its recognition 
and its practise throughout the world. 

— far-reaching question ‘‘ What Is the Sabbath For?” 
w 


1 be made the subject of inquiry in the leading editorial of 


next week's issue of e Sunday School Times. ] 
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The Encouragement of Disagreement 

There is nothing monotonous in the editorial 
mail of The Sunday School Times. If the Editor is 
tempted to the discouragement that one ought to feel 
when all men speak well of one, a saving word on the 
other side is sure to come in. And vice versa: when 
he is unduly elated over an attack that has been made 
upon some cherished editorial conviction, some one 
else is very likely to be so partial as to agree heartily 
with that editorial view. Just now an interesting 
illustration of this has been occasioned by the publi- 
cation of an editorial defining the ‘ pure in heart."’ 
A Connecticut reader unequivocally disagrees, in these 
words ; 

An article of The Sunday School Times for February 17, 
entitled ‘‘ Who Are the Pure in Heart,’ has made of none 
effect the words of Jesus, ‘' Blessed are the pure in heart." 
The writer has taken upon himself to say or imply that Jesus 
did not know what he was talking about, or else he did not 
mean quite what he said. Both are false. In the light of 
Bible usage, the words are the words of Jesus, and as such 
a. should be allowed to stand just as they are without being 
garbled so that they may mean anything or nothing to some 
child of grace whom God is trying to lead up into higher paths 
of righteousness. q 

The editorial thus condemned was an attempt to 
get at the real meaning of the words of Jesus, in order 
to make clear the blessed truth that ‘‘ he who has his 
mind or purpose, his thoughts, his desires, his whole 
being clarified and unalloyed, fixed and centered on 
God, longing to perceive him, to be-in communion 
with him, to be a partaker of his spirit and his life, 
shall find him, and shall know that he is one with 
him."' And it is comforting to be assured that, how- 
ever false and misleading its garbling statements 
were, they have brought light to another reader, —not 
in Connecticut, the native home of the writer of the 
editorial, but in Philadelphia, the brotherly-loving city 
of his adoption. A Philadelphia clergyman writes : 

I have just finished —— carefully the editorial entitled 
** Who Are the Pure in Heart ?*’ And I cannot but write you 
a line or two iu expression of my appreciation of the exposi- 
tion. It is, in its brief, succinct, and scholarly treatment of the 
passage, one of the very clearest and best expositions of Mat- 
thew 5:8 that I have ever seen during a very long ministry. 
I think the editorial should be printed in little leaflet tract- 
form for distribution. 

Those who were interested in that republished edi- 
torial will be glad to know that it will shortly appear 


again as a chapter in a forthcoming book from the 
pen of its writer, the late H. Clay Trumbull, on 
‘Common Errors about Bible Texts and Truths.’’ 
The manuscript of this book was revised and put into 
final form by Dr. Trumbull himself shortly before his 
death, and the volume will present the ripe results of 
his lifetime study into unconventional Bible truths. 


x 
Why is Heaven Desirable ? 


To ask ourselves the ‘‘ why" of a thing is often 
to see that thing in an entirely new light. We may 
even do this with our notions of heaven, as a thought- 
ful Methodist Episcopal pastor in Pennsylvania shows 
in a very suggestive letter of comment upon a recent 
editorial in these pages. He writes ; 

Your editorial on ‘‘ To Whom Will Heaven Be Endurable?*’ 
in the issue of February 24 suggests a phase of the subject 
which, as it seems to me, needs to be more ponemaens put 
before people than it often is. I can best illustrate what I 
mean by an incident which a friend related fo me concerning 
a meeting held by Mr. Moody in Richmond a number of years 


0. 

Mr. Moody, when the whole congregation was standing, re- 
quested all who “‘ wanted to go to heaven” to sit down. The 
whole audience was immediately seated, with the exception of 


one man. Mr. Moody asked this man, “ Friend, don't you 
want to goto heaven?’* The man’s answer was, ‘* No, Mr. 
Moody, Richmond is enough for me."’ The man then 


proceeded to say that he had noticed that these people who 
said they wanted to go to heaven would send for a doctor 
when they were sick just as soon as he would if 4e were sick. 
Of course the latter part of his answer has no relevancy to the 
matter in hand, but the first part has. 

People want to go to heaven—but only as an escape from 
the alternative, which is hell. Men believe hel] to be an un- 
desirable place in which to spend eternity. As between the 
two, heaven and hell, they prefer to go to heaven ; but with 
the great majority their first choice would be to remain here 
on earth. From my observation I would say that a great mul- 
titude of professing Christians whom I have known are not 
thinking much of heaven. Their thoughts are chiefly con- 
cerned with the things of this world. Not its evil things, but 
the things that are essentially of this world. It is these that 
they enjoy. But they believe in heaven—they believe also in 
hell. They know they have to go to one place or the other at 
death, and death they cannot escape. they make a pro- 


fession of religion, conform to its rites and ceremonies, live ac- 
cording to its moral teachings as they understand them, 
believe in the Creed, help support the institutions of religion— 
all in the hope and expectation that when they do have to 
to leave this world they will escape the punishment of hell by 

How **endurable” or blessed or enjoy- 


getting into heaven. 
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able heaven may be they are not concerned to inquire, believ- 
ing only this, it is preferable to “* the other place.” 

It behooves us to be getting ready in this life to 
enjoy the life beyond. We are not likely to enjoy it 
unless we are giving eternal things a more pe ape 
place in our present interests than things of temporal 
value only. This Pennsylvania pastor’s letter will 
startle a good many Christian people, as it ought to. 


= 
What Is a Miracle ? 


It is sometimes helpful to take a word out from 
its conventional meaning, and use it unconvention- 
ally, yet in accordance with its root idea. That such 
use of a word is likely to stimulate inquiry is evident 
from the following pleasant letter from a Pennsylvania 
reader : fee 

In your comments on the lesson for February 25, you speak 
of Christ's forgiveness of sin as a miracle. am somewhat 
puzzled about that, for I have been accustomed to think of a 
miracle as an event in the natural world, but out of its estab- 
lished order, and the forgiveness of sin does not seem to me to 
—_ under that category. I offer no criticism, but seek 
igh : 

There is nothing in the root-meaning of the word 
‘«miracle’’ to limit it to the physical, visible, tangi- 
ble world that we ordinarily think of when we speak 
of ‘‘nature.’’ Indeed, ‘‘nature’’ itself is defined as 
‘*the system of all created things, material and 
spiritual." A miracle is simply a wonder which is a 
sign. It is a wonder because it is super-natural,— 
overruling so-called natural laws. It is a sign of 
Christ's authority or love or power. And what is 
Christ's forgiveness of sin? It is his remitting of the 
death penalty, restoring the spiritual life of one who, 
because of sin, has died the spiritual death. The 
wages of sin is death; the law of nature enforces 
death as the result of sin. The spiritual resurrection 
unto life, therefore, of one who by all natural law is 
dead, is an event utterly out of, and above, the estab- 
lished order of the natural world. It is a supernatural 
work, a wonder. And it is a sign, surely, of Christ's 
authority, of his power over death, and of his love for 
God's needy, sinning children. All of Christ's lesser 
miracles were only guide-posts along the way to the 
working of this his greatest miracle. 


x 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 


WAYNE.—Should the wishes of the pastor regarding the 
selection of a superintendent be ascertained and respected ? 
—A. S. ‘ 

The superintendent is a church officer; he should be 
chosen by the church in the same manner and at the same 
time other officers of the church are chosen. The wishes 
of the pastor may well be taken into account, but if they 
are at variance with those of the whole church it would be 
better for him to yield to their wishes or effect a compro- 
mise. There should not be any ‘riction at this point or there 
will be disaster to the work. 








MICHIGAN.—What should be done with a superintendent 
who holds himself aloof from the general worship and work 
of the church ?—L. P. 

No superintendent can be loyal to his school nor worth- 
ily occupy his place who is not as loyal to the church and 

1 of its work as he would desire the church to be to the 
school. His responsibility is to the church. He should 
be loyal to the church in every way or resign the superin- 
tendency. He may be a good superintendent, but every 
Sunday he is striking a blow upon the wedge which sepa- 
rates the church from the school. The church, by whose 
authority he holds the place, should point out his duty to 
him in this regard in a plain and loving way. If this does 
not bring the desired results his place should be declared 
vacant and another superintendent elected. 





PHILADELPHIA.—Ought the pastor ever to be required to 
teach a class daring the Sunday-school hour ?—A. 

The pastor should not be ‘required’? to do any- 
thing during the Sunday-school hour except that which 
seems to him to be the thing he ought.to do. The pastor 
for the most part should be free to do what in his judgment 
will help the school most. If he is tied down to a class he 
will not have the freedom which would enable him to gain 
a comprehensive knowledge of the school as a whole, and 
it is this kind of knowledge that will enable bim to be the 
most helpful. His position of greatest usefulness is that of 
counselor, adviser, and encourager. It is well for him to 
teach a class occasionally, and even frequently, but not the 
same class all the time. He would better be superinten- 
dent than teacher, though he ought not to be the superin- 
tendent ; the great amount of detail incident to that office 
will greatly embarrass him in his larger work. The pastor 
should be present at every session of the school if possible, 
and have some vital part in the program. If superinten- 
dent and pastor see eye to eye in this matter they can by 
their united efforts greatly multiply themselves. The pas- 
tor of a church is the pastor of the school, and this ought 


( Continued on page 174, third column\ 
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OONER or later, every young Christian comes 
across passages in the Bible, which are hard to 
understand and difficult to believe. To many 

young Christians these difficulties become a serious 
hindrance in the development of their Christian life. 
For days and weeks and months oftentimes faith 
suffers partia’ or total eclipse. At just this point wise 
counsel is needed. We have no desire to conceal the 
fact that these difficulties exist. We rather desire to 
frankly face and consider them. What shall we do 
concerning these difficulties that every thoughtful 
student of the Bible will sooner or later encounter. 

1. The first thing we have to say about these diffi- 
culties is that from the very nature of the case diffi- 
culties are to be expected. Some people are surprised 
and staggered because there are difficulties in the 
Bible. I should be more surprised and more stag- 
gered if they were not. What is the Bible? It is a 
revelation of the mind and will and character and 
being of the infinitely great, perfectly wise, and abso- 
lutely holy God. But to whom is this revelation 
made? To men and women like you and me,—to 
finite beings. To men who are imperfect in intel- 
lectual development and consequently in knowledge, 
and in character, and consequently in spiritual dis- 
cernment. 

we 

There must, from the very necessities of, the case, 
be difficulties in such a revelation made to such per- 
sons. When the finite tries to understand the infinite 
there is bound to be difficulty. When the ignorant 
contemplate the utterances of one perfect in knowl- 
edge, there must be many things hard to be under- 
stood, and some things which to their immature and 
inaccurate minds appear absurd. When sinful beings 
listen to the demands of an absolutely holy being, 
they are bound to be staggered at some of his de- 
mands, and when they consider his dealings, they are 
bound to be staggered at some of his dealings. These 
dealings will necessarily appear too severe, stern, 
harsh, terrific. It is plain that there must be diffi- 
culties for us in such a revelation as the Bible is 
proved to be. If some one should hand me a book 
that was as simple as the multiplication-table, and 
say, ‘* This is the Word of God, in which he-has re- 
vealed his whole will and wisdom,’’ I would shake 
my head and say, ‘‘I cannot believe it. That is too 
easy to be a perfect revelation of infinite wisdom.’’ 
There must be, in any complete revelation of God’s 
mind and will and character and being, things hard 
for a beginner to understand, and the wisest and best 
of us are but beginners. 

2. The second thing to be said about these difficul- 
ties is that a difficulty in a doctrine, or a grave objec- 
tion to a doctrine, does not in any wise prove the 
doctrine to be untrue. Many thoughtless people 
fancy that it does, If they come across some diffi- 
culty in the way of believing in the divine origin and 
absolute inerrancy and infallibility of the Bible, they 
at once conclude that the doctrine is exploded. That 
is very illogical, Stop a moment and think and learn 
to be reasonable and fair. There is scarcely a doc- 
trine in science commonly believed to-day that has 
not had some great difficulty in the way of its accept- 
ance. When the Copernican theory, now so univer- 
sally accepted, was first proclaimed, it encountered a 
very. grave difficulty. If this theory were true, the 
planet Venus should have phases as the moon has. 
But no phases could be discovered by the best glass 
then in existence. But the positive argument for the 
theory was so strong that it was accepted in spite of 
this apparently unanswerable objection. When a 
more powerful glass was made, it was discovered that 
Venus had phases after all. The whole difficulty 
arose, as all those in the Bible arise, from man’s 
ignorance of some of the facts in the case. According 
to the common-sense logic recognized in every de- 
partment of science, if the positive proof of a theory 
is conclusive, it is belived by rational men, in spite of 
any number of difficulties in minor details. Now the 
positive proof that the Bible is the Word of God, that 
it 1s an absolutely trustworthy revelation from God 
himself of himself, his purposes and his will, of man’s 
duty and destiny, of spiritual and eternal realities, is 
absolutely conclusive. Therefore, every rational man 


and woman must believe it in spite of any number of 
difficulties in minor details. He is a shallow thinker 
who gives up a well-attested truth because of some 
facts which he cannot reconcile with that truth. And 
he is a very shallow Bible scholar who gives up the 
divine origin and inerrancy of the Bible because there 
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are some supposed facts that he cannot reconcile with 
that doctrine. 

3. The third thing to be said about the difficulties 
in the Bible is that there are many more and much 
greater difficulties in the way of a doctrine that holds 
the Bible to be of human origin, and hence fallible, 
than are in the way of the doctrine that holds the 
Bible to be of divine origin and hence altogether 
trustworthy. A man may bring you some difficulty 
and say, ‘‘How do you explain that if the Bible is 
the Word of God?’’ and perhaps you may not be 
able to answer him satisfactorily. Then he thinks he 
has you, but not at all. Turn on him and ask him 
how do you account for the fulfilled prophecies of the 
Bible if it is of human origin? Howdo you account 
for the marvelous unity of the Book? How do you 
account for its inexhaustible depth? How do you 
account for its unique power in lifting men up to God? 
How do you account for the history of the Book, its 
victory over all men’s attacks, efc., étc., etc. For 
every insignificant objection he can bring to your 
view, you can bring many deeply significant objec- 
tions to his view, and no candid man will have any 
difficulty in deciding between the two views, The 

ifficulties that confront one who denies that the Bible 
is of divine origin and authority are far more 
numerous and weighty than those that confront the 
ones who believe it is of divine origin and authority. 
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4. The fourth thing to be said about the difficulties 
in the Bible is this: the fact that you cannot solve a 
difficulty does not prove that it cannot be solved, and 
the fact that you cannot answer an objection does 
not prove that it cannot be answered, It is passing 
strange how often we overlook this very evident fact. 
There are many who, when they meet a difficulty in 
the Bible and give it a little thought and can see no 
possible solution, at once jump at the conclusion that 
a solution is impossible by any one, and so throw up 
their faith in the reliability of the Bible and in its 
divine origin. A little more of that modesty that is 
becoming in beings so limited in knowledge as we all 
are would have led them to say, ‘‘ Though I see no 
possible solution to this difficulty, some one a little 
wiser than I might easily find one.’’ Oh! if we 
would only bear in mind that we do not know every- 
thing, and that there are a great many things that we 
cannot solve now that we could easily solve if we only 
knew a little more. Above all, we ought never to 
forget that there may be a very easy solution to in- 
finite wisdom of that which to our finite wisdom—or 
ignorance—appears absolutely insoluble. What would 
we think of a beginner in algebra who, having tried 
in vain for half an hour to solve a difficult problem, 
declared that there was no possible solution to the 
problem because he could find none? A man of 
much experience and ability once left his work and 
came a long distance to see me in great perturbation 
of spirit because he had discovered what seemed to 
him a flat contradiction in the Bible. It had defied 
all kis attempts at reconciliation, but in a few mo- 
ments he was shown a very simple and satisfactory 
solution of the difficulty. 

5. The fifth thing to be said about the difficulties 
in the Bible is that the seeming defects in the book 
are exceedingly insignificant when ‘put in comparison 
with its many and marvelous excellencies. It cer- 
tainly reveals great perversity of both mind and heart 
that men spend so much time expatiating on the in- 
significant points that they consider defects in the 


Bible, and pass by absolutely unnoticed the incom- 
parable beauties and wonders that adorn and glorify 
almost every page. What would we think of any 
man who, in studying some great masterpiece of art, 
concentrated his entire attention upon what looked to 
him like a fly-speck in the corner. A large propor- 
tion of what is vaunted as ‘* critical study of the Bible’’ 
is a laborious and scholarly investigation of supposed 
fly-specks and an entire neglect of the countless 
glories of the book. 

6. The sixth thing to be said about the difficulties 
in the Bible is that the difficulties in the Bible have 
far more weight with superficial readers of it than 
with profound students. Take a man who is totally 
ignorant of the real contents and meaning of the Bible 
and devotes his whole strength to discovering appar- 
ent inconsistencies in it, to such superficial students 
of the Bible these difficulties seem of immense 
importance ; but to the one who has learned to 
meditate on the Word of God day and night they 
have scarce any weight at all. That mighty man of 
God, George Miiller, who had carefully studied the 
Bible from beginning to end more than a hundred 
times, was not disturbed by any difficulties he en- 
countered. But to the one who is reading it through 
carefully for the first or second time there are many 
things that perplex and stagger. 

7. The seventh thing to be said about the difficul- 
ties in the Bible is that they rapidly disappear upon 
careful and prayerful study. How many things there 
are in the Bible that once puzzled us and staggered 
us, that have been perfectly cleared up and no longer 
present any difficulty at all! Is it not reasonable to 
suppose that the difficulties that still remain will also 
disappear upon further study ? 

How shall we deal with the difficulties which we 
do find in the Bible? 

1. First of all, Aomestly. Whenever you find a 
difficulty in the Bible, frankly acknowledge it. If 
you cannot give a good honest explanation, do not at- 
tempt as yet to give any at all. 

2. Humbly. Recognize the limitations of your own 
mind and knowledge, and do not imagine there is no 
solution just because you have found none, There is 
in all probability a very simple solution. You will 
find it some day, though at present you can find no 
solution at all 

3. Determinedly. Make up your mind that you 
will find the solution if you can by any amount of 
study and hard thinking. The difficulties in the Bible 
are your heavenly Father's challenge to you to set 
your brains to work. 

4. Fearlessly. Do not be frightened when you find 
a difficulty, no matter how unanswerable it appears 
upon first glance. Thousands have found such be- 
fore you. They were seen hundreds of years ago, 
and still the Old Book stands. You are not likely to 
discover any difficulty that was not discovered and 
probably settled long before you were born, though 


you do not know just where to lay your hand upon © 


the solution. The Bible which has stood eighteen 
centuries of rigid examination and incessant and awful 
assault, is not going under before any discoveries that 
you make or any attacks of modern infidels. All 
modern infidel attacks upon the Bible are simply a 
revamping of old objections that have been disposed 
of a hundred times in the past. These old objections 
will prove no more effective in their new clothes than 
they did in the cast-off garments of the past. 


ee 

5.. Patiently. Do not be discouraged because you 
do not solve every problem in a day. If some diffi- 
culty defies your best effort, lay it aside for a while. 
Very likely when you come back to it, it will have 
disappeared, and you will wonder how you were ever 
perplexed by it. The writer often has to smile to-day 
when he ‘thinks how sorely he was perplexed in the 
past over questions which are now as clear as day. 

6. Scripturally. If you find a difficulty in one 
part of the Bible, look for other Scripture to throw 
light upon it and dissolve it. Nothing explains 
Scripture like Scripture. Never let apparently ob- 
scure passages of Scripture darken the light that 
comes from clear passages, rather let the light that 
comes from the clear passage illuminate the darkness 
that seems to surround the obscure passage. 

7. Prayerfully. \t is wonderful how difficulties 
dissolve when one looks at them on his knees. One 
great reason why some modern scholars have learned 
to be destructive critics is because they have forgotten 
how to pray. 
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Sankey’s Story of the Gospel Hymns 


ORD SHAFTESBURY, speaking at a meeting in 
Exeter Hall, London, in the interest of evan- 
gelical work in Ireland, said: ‘‘ Therefore go 

on circulating the Scriptures. I should have been 
glad to have had also the circulation of some well- 
known hymns, because I have seen the effect pro- 
duced by those of Moody and Sankey. If they would 
only return to this country they would be astonished 
at seeing the influence exerted by those hymns which 
they sung. A week ago, when in Paris, I went to 
Belleville, the very nest of the communists, and even 
in this quarter I heard their hymns being sung. (. 
we could get something like that in Ireland a mighty 
influence would be exerted.’’ 

‘These American laymen,"’ said another promi- 
nent mah, ‘‘ have wrought a work in Great Britain 
which the Church of England itself feels in its inmost 
heart. They are not, it is true, graduates of any uni- 
versity; they are men of the people, speaking the lan- 
guage and using the methods not of the refined, but of 
the generality. Yet they have probably left a deeper 
impress of* their individuality upon the men and 
women of Great Britain than any other persons that 
could be named."’ 

One of the most delightful experiences of my life 
was a trip to the Holy Land in 1898. I was accom- 
panied by my wife, one of my sons, my brother, and 
a few friends. One of the most genial members of the 
company was the late Roswell P. Flower, with whom 
we had the pleasure of traveling for more than three 
months. We sailed from New York in January, made 
a short stop at Gibraltar, and dropped anchor at Alex- 
andria. Cairo we reached by rail. We saw the pyra- 
mids, the Gizeh Museum, and the Howling Dervishes; 
made an excursion to Heliopolis, and took the trip up 
the Nile to the first Cataract, visiting the usual places, 
such as Luxor and Karnak. At the latter place we 
met the old Arab who discovered the mummy of Rame- 
ses II, We asked him if he would allow us to take a 
snapshot of him. This he at first refused, but the glint 
of the bright Egyptian sun on the proffered piece of 
silver at once secured his consent. 
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After spending about forty days in Egypt we 
started for Palestine in March—by a provokingly slow 
train from Cairo to Port Said, and thence by one of 
the regular mail steamers to Jaffa. In the Holy Land 
we followed much the usual round—exploring Jerusa- 
lem, Bethlehem, Jericho, Bethany and other historic 
spots, and sharing the profound emotions that forever 
stir the hearts of Christian tourists in Palestine. On 
our way home we visited Constantinople, returning via 
Athens, Naples, and Rome—and, of course, taking 
in Mt. Vesuvius. 

All through this trip—here so briefly outlined—I 
had occasion to sing the ‘‘Gospel Hymns’’ many 
times. The first evening in Cairo I visited the Ameri- 
can Mission. I found the building well filled with 
Americans, Egyptians, and English. A man on the 
platform was giving an address on temperance. The 
room was divided by a partition about two feet high, 
separating the natives from the foreigners. I made 
my way to a seat among the Americans, and had not 
been there long when a missionary beside me leaned 
over and said: ‘‘Are you not Mr. Sankey?’’ When 
I replied that I was he said he hoped that I would 
sing for them. I told him that, although I had come 
for rest, | would gladly sing if they had a small organ 
or piano on which I might accompany myself. There 
being no instrument in the church, the matter was 
dropped. A few minutes later a lady pressed her way 
into the pew behind me and, leaning over toward me, 
said: ‘‘I am delighted to see you here to-night, and 
I hope you will sing for us.’’ 

She proved to be a woman from my own county 
in Pennsylvania. Being told that there was no instru- 
ment in the church, she declared that she would soon 
get one. She beckoned to four Egyptian soldiers to 
follow her. In a few minutes they returned witha 
small cabinet organ, which they placed on the plat- 
form. At the conclusion of the address I gave a serv- 
ice of song, lasting for a half-hour, after which I said 
good-night. But they refused to be satisfied, and 
demanded more songs. Again a number of pieces 
were rendered, and the service was finally closed. 

While returning down the Nile I was often pre- 
vailed upon by missionaries along the way where the 
steamer stopped to give services of song. At several 
of these services I found that the natives already 
knew a number of our hymns. 

In Jerusalem I started early one morning to visit 
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the Tower of David, which was located only a few 
rods from the hotel. I was stopped by one of the 
Sultan’s soldiers, who informed me by signs and gesti- 
culations that I could not ascend the tower without a 
permit from the captain of the guard. I secured the 
desired permit by the use of a little bakhsheesh, and 
was escorted up the winding stairway by a savage- 
looking soldier carrying a gun. From the top of the 
tower may be seen one of the grandest and most in- 
teresting scenes in the world. I determined to have 
at least one song in honor of King David before de- 
scending. Selecting one of the most beautiful psalms, 
the 121st, ‘I to the hills will lift mine eyes,’’ I began 
to sing at the top of my voice, using the grand old 
tune, ‘‘Belmont.’’ The soldier, not acquainted with 
that kind of performance, and perhaps never having 
heard a sacred song in, his life, rushed up to where I 
stood, looking quite alarmed. I knew that he could 
not understand a word of what I was singing, so I kept 
right on to the end of the psalm. Coming to the 
conclusion by this time that I was not likely to do any 
special damage either to him or to myself, the guard 
smiled and tipped his cap as I tinished. By tipping 
him I returned the salutation, and then we passed 
down into the Street of David. 
rs 

A few hours later our party visited that portion of 
the city called Mount Zion, where we entered the fine 
school erected by an English bishop for the children 
of Jerusalem. We were greeted by the principal, who 
proved to have been a member of my choir at the 
meetings in London. ‘I was invited to sing for the 
children, and consented to do so if they would sing 
for us first. I was much surprised to hear them sing 
some of my own songs, as well as their native songs 
in Arabic. I sang ‘*The Ninety and Nine’’ and 
other songs, much to the delight of the children. 

Standing on the summit of the green hill far away, 
outside the city wall, I sang the fine old Gospel hymn: 
**On Calvary’s brow my Saviour died.’’ While at 
Constantinople I visited Robert College, where I sang 
several hymns and gave an address to the Turkish stu- 
dents; and also at the American and: English missions 
in that city I rendered my service of song. In Rome 
I had the same pleasant experience, where I held a 
number of services, both speaking and singing in the 
English, American, and Scotch churches. 

On returning to America I visited the soldiers in 
camp at Tampa, Florida, where I held several serv- 
ices. I was here invited by Theodore Roosevelt, 
then Colonel of the Rough Riders, to conduct serv- 
ices at his camp, but a previous engagement pre- 
vented my accepting. 

The following year I again visited Great Britain, 
where I held services of ‘*Sacred Song and Story’’ in 
thirty cities and towns. The result was that my 
health broke down. Later I lost my eyesight. 

My friend, Dwight Lyman Moody, was born Feb- 
ruary 5, 1837, at Northfield, Massachusetts. His 
father, who was a stone-mason, died when the lad was 
about four years old. Many years later Mr. Moody 
was laying the corner-stone of the first building at 
Northfield. His friends had secured a silver trowel 
for him, but he refused to use it. He had been at 
his mother’s home, and in the garret he had found 
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one of his father’s old trowels with which he had 
earned bread for the family. 

**You may keep the silver trowel,'’ Mr. Moody 
said ; ‘‘ this one is good enough for me."’ 

Mr. Moody used to tell of how he earned his first 
money by driving the neighbors’ cows to and from 
pasture at two cents aday. When he was eight years 
old, a man who owned a mortgage on his mother's 
little farm came to the house one day, and told the 
widow that she must pay the mortgage or get out of 
the house.- The poor woman was sick at the time. 


She turned over in the bed, and prayed that God. 
- would help her. 


Then she wrote to her brother, 
and he helped her by paying the interest on the mort- 
gage for several years. At last, by economy and 
industry, the family was able to clear off the mortgage 
and retain the home. Many years afterward, by 
God's blessing, young Dwight was able to secure the 
farm belonging to the man who had once held the 
mortgage, and on that farm is now located the school 
of Mount Hermon, established for the education of 
young men. 

At the age of nineteen, young Moody left the farm 
and went tc Boston, where he entered a shoe store 
owned by his uncle. In Boston he was converted 
through the preaching of Dr. Kirk, ‘at the Mount 
Vernon Church. After remaining in Boston for 
some time, Moody went to Chicago, where he found 
employment in a shoe store owned by a Mr. Hender- 
son. He made a good record in business, and sold 
more shoes than any other clerk in the establishment. 
And whenever Mr. Henderson heard of the failure of 
any of his customers in the towns about Chicago, 
he would always send Moody to collect the debts, 
as he invariably arrived there ahead of all other 
creditors. 

While he was thus engaged, Mr. Moody did not 
lose zeal in religious matters. He was very active in 
the work of the Young Men's Christian Association, 
and was soon elected president of the branch located 
at Farwell Hall. He also became much interested 
in Sunday-school work, hiring a saloon for use on 
Sundays. 
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In his Sunday-school was a wicked and unruly 
young man, who constantly disturbed the exercises. 
Mr. Moody remonstrated with him a number of 
times, but to no avail. Finally, -taking the young 
man into an adjoining room, he gave him a severe 
chastising. When Moody returned, flushed with ex- 
citement, he said to his assistant superintendent: ‘I 
think I have saved that young man.’’ And truly he 
had, for from that time the young disturber became 
an earnest Christian, and was one of Moody’s warmest 
and best supporters for many years. Mr. Moody's 
Sunday-school work grew until he had one of the 
largest schools in Chicago, in what was known as the 
Illinois Street Church. There I joined him in 1871, 
acting as his chorister until we went: to England in 
1873, after which we continued to work together for 
about a quarter of a century. Mr. Moody was not a 
singer, although he was very fond of singing, and used 
the service of praise more extensively and successfully 
than any other man in the nineteenth century. | 

Dwight L. Moody was the greatest and noblest 
man I have ever known. His strongest characteristic 
was common sense. The poor heard him gladly, as 
they did his Master of old ; the rich and learned were 
charmed by his simple, earnest words. He will not 
only be remembered for his extended evangelistic 
work, but also for the two noble schools which he 
founded. 

The schools at Northfield and Mount Hermon, 
Massachusetts, originated in this way: One day Mr. 
Moody, with his brother Samuel, drove up into the 
mountains near his mother’s home. Stopping at a 
much dilapidated farmhouse, he hitched his horse to 
the fence and went in. The man of the family was 
sick in bed; the mother and two daughters were 
making straw hats, by which to support the family. 
Moody said to them : 

«« What are you going to do? This old farm is 
worn out and unable to maintain your family.”’ 

The girls answered that if they could obtain an edu- 
cation in some way they might be able to earn money 
for the support of their parents. 

‘« Well, let us pray about it,’’ said Moody. After 
the prayer he gave them a little money, got into his 
carriage, and started back down the mountain to the 
village. I met himon his return, and he said to me : 
‘I have made up my mind to start a school for poor 
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girls in New England. If you are willing, we will 
ask the committee which has charge of the royalty 
received on our hymn-books to devote the income 
from that source to start the erection of buildings."’ 

To this I heartily agreed, and the Northfield Semi- 
nary for Young Women was opened November 3, 1879. 
Among the first students in the school were the poor 
girls who were making the straw hats, The story of 
these two girls, and of Mr. Moody's visit to them, I 
told some years afterward to a number of summer 
guests at Lake Mohonk. The proprietor of the hotel, 
Mr. Smiley, being much impressed, took his hat and 
collected among the guests $1,500 for the school. On 
receiving the offering the next day, Moody said to me 
that it was the most providential thing, as they were just 
that‘amount short in making up the annual accounts 
of the school. 

Soon after the establishment of the girls’ school a 
wealthy New England gentleman was visiting North- 
field. Seeing the good work done there for the girls, 
he asked Mr. Moody why he did not do the same thing 
for boys. Mr. Moody replied that he would be very 
glad to do so if he had the money. 

‘*I will give $25,000 to commence with,’’ said the 
old, white-haired man. 

The offer was gladly accepted. It was this money 
which Mr. Moody used for buying the farm of the 
man who had ordered his widowed mother from her 
home. On this farm, situated two miles from the 
girls’ school, across the Connecticut River, are now 
located numerous large buildings, in which young 
men from all over the world are educated. About a 
thousand students attend the schools every year. One 
hundred dollars a year is charged for each student, 
but pupils are expected to do whatever work they can 
to help along. 

After forty-four years of faithful and consecrated 
labor for his Master, Mr. Moody passed on to his 
reward December 22, 1899. 


oe 
Songs in the Night 


By Dr. Abram S. Isaacs 


HEN pain and sorrow bow me to the earth, 
The blinding fog of doubt o’erspreads my 
mind, 
The stars die out, the sky of beauty f&&des, 
And life itself becomes a mockery, 
I take a Psalm and read the blessed words, 
What melodies divine arise and cheer, 
What wondrous light expels each darkening care ! 
The stars again appear, the sky beams forth, 
My life resumes its quiet, hopeful mood, 
The day is fillled with peace, the night with song. 
New York UNIVERSITY. 








Lucy’s Life-Preserver 


By Alice M. Farrington 


OTHER came to the door with Lucy, to open the 

umbrella. It was no dainty modern affair with 

a silk top and a slender, pretty handle. This 

was the big family umbrella of stout blue cotton cloth, 
with a wooden handle both large and strong. 

‘* Hold it tight, Lucy,’’ cautioned mother, ‘or the 
wind will blow it away.”’ 

Lucy took hold of the handle almost up in the wire 
frame-work to grasp it the more securely. It needed 
both her plump little hands to reach around the 
handle. 

The wind tried to snatch the umbrella away from 
her, but she held it too firmly. Then the wind tried 
to turn it wrong side out. But the umbrellas of seventy 
years ago were not to be trifled with, and the wind 
wrestled with it in vain. 

So Lucy and her umbrella went bobbing safely 
along to school till they came to the brickyard. 

The brickyard pit was the most fascinating place, 
but it was a spot forbidden as too dangerous. To-day 
the wind would be making fine waves on its water, 
Lucy knéw. Her pace slackened. 

‘«Of course I wouldn't sail chips on it. I'd only 
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look at the waves and the dimples.the rain drops make 
in the water. Mother wouldn't care if I just did that,"’ 
argued Lucy to herself. 

So Lucy picked her way through the sticky blue 
clay of the brickyard to the edge of the pit. 

The pit was fifteen feet across and eight feet deep— 
as large as a room and deeper than a man is tall. It 
was dug to catch and hold the water used in mixing 
clay to the right softness for moulding into bricks. 

To-day the pit was full to the brim and the wind 
raised quite a sea. It was even more exciting than 
Lucy had thought it would be. 

In her eagerness to watch the waves chase each 
other across the pit, Lucy leaned forward a little too 
far. She lost her balance, a gust of wind pushed at 
the umbrella from behind like a sail, her feet slid on 
the slippery wet clay, and the next instant she was 
struggling in the water. : 

Instinctively she had clung to her big umbrella, and 
it buoyed her up so that she did not sink. She 
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shrieked for help, and the brickmakers, burning brick 
at the kiln heard her terrified cries, muffled though 
they were under the umbrella. 

The men were sure the cries came from the direct- 
ion of the pit. But when they reached it, all their 
astonished eyes could see was an open umbrella float- 
ing on the surface of the water. 

As soon as they understood that the cries were com- 
ing from under the umbrella they acted quickly enough. 

They were none too soon. 

The waves that had looked so enticing got into 
Lucy's mouth and blinded her eyes ; her clothes were 
soaked, and their weight was dragging her under in 
spite of the umbrella. 

But the strong arms of the brickmakers reached 
over the pit and drew out the little girl, choking and 
very much frightened, but still clutching desperately 
in both hands the big umbrella that had made such a 
good life-preserver. 

Brewer, MAINE. 





How Jesus Taught mores oauh 


I. Early Influences in Jesus’ Life 
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The first article in a series in which a teacher of teachers, in the field of general education, a man of 
sympathetic insight and rich experience, purposes to bring close to the life and work of teachers in 
and out of the Sunday-school a knowledge of the teaching spirit and teaching methods of Jesus Christ. 


REAT issues are not the result of accident. The 
mighty oak that defies a thousand storms and 
waves its lithe limbs in the face of Boreas first 

struck its roots deep and firm in the solid earth, and 
fibered its towering trunk by a century of patient 
preparation. The law holds throughout. Power is 
the product of potent influences at work often where 
man looks not. Capacity and leadership are the re- 
wards of effort. The thing worth having costs its 
price. He that would do large things must pay the 
price. Do not blight life with false theories. Many 
of us sit by the tides of life waiting and foolishly 
dreaming that the curve of the crest will sooner or 
later bear to us far-famed fortune—ours for the grasp- 
ing. ‘‘Luck,’’ ‘‘fortune,’’ ‘*‘ happy circumstances,”’ 
‘*accident,’* —these and kindred phantasms lure 
many to the deadly morass, to certain disaster. 

But you insist that many do achieve great things as 
the sole result of chance. You are wrong. What 
you call success may be:defeat. What you call a 
brilliant triumph may bea deadly blight. Our stand- 
ards of judgment are at fault. God’s law holds. For 
the thing that’s worth while, one must pay the price. 

Real success in the realm of the moral or religious 
life is due to no accident. If the whole of a success- 
ful life could be known, one would see there only the 
fulfilment of laws as stable as God's will—for they 
are his will. It follows that the only guarantee of 
abiding power is to follow the leadings of the divine 
—to pray, ‘‘Thy will be done.”’ 

Jesus was no accident. All the meanings of eternal 
purpose are wrought in lines of light in his life. The 
guidance of God lies goldenly upon his career. Men 
under false guidance may rise and tower and topple. 
His Father’s will was his guidance, and hence he 
grew and towered and survived. 
his life as God sees his life one would find in the way 
Jesus lived an adequate explanation for the wonder, 
the astonishment, the amazement, with which our 
unanointed eyes are filled. 

There is every reason to believe that the early years 
of Jesus’ life were rich in qualities that fitted him for 
his matchless career. With no stretch of fancy one 
can see the little family of an evening in their Naza- 
reth home. There is Joseph,—his life subdued and 
awed by the memory of divine visitation. He would 
not, could not, forget a day when Zacharias, also 
under divine discipline, with speechless tongue, wrote 
the name of his son John. These memories gave to 
Joseph a sacred assurance, and, like Zacharias, doubt- 
less, ‘‘ he spake, blessing God.”’ 

There is Mary,—her eyes seeing the unseen, her 
heart warm, with testimonies and experiences which, 
if not understood, were to her the voice of God sing- 
ing sweet songs in her soul. And there at-her knee 
is Jesus, growing and waxing strong in the Spirit. 
What a home scene is this! Each and dil of the 
group, already divinely visited, waiting reverently for 
the voice that never failed them. 

But, listen ! Mary is telling once again the story of 
their life—a story too sacred for any save those in that 


If one could see’ 


God-glorified home. She tells of the coming of shep- 
herds, of the Wise-men led by a star, of the words of 
Simeon and of Anna in the temple, of that strange- 
flight to the south, of nights spent under the stars with 
his head held close to her heart, of Egypt and its 
lonely, lengthening suspense, of the return to Nazareth, 
and of the sacred seasons of solitude when the love of 
God so enfolded her that her heart was hushed, her 
spirit suffused, her soul chastened and enriched. How 
matchless is that teaching which God frames for 
childhood and which he unfolds in the loving words 
of a pious mother! Thus was Jesus taught of God 
around the hearth of a godly home. 

Later on might not one have seen two young men, 
each rich by contact with the other, in a carpenter shop 
in Nazareth ? They are absorbed in a discussion of mo- 
mentous issues. Great thoughts, like ripe fruit, hang 
heavy in their hearts. The saw is laid aside. The 
plane, the chisel,.the hammer are discarded. The 
young men unroll a well-worn scroll. They read, 
they grow silent. Instinctively they fall upon their 
knees and silently frame for God questions they 
scarce dare fashion for each other. 

Or at eventide these same young men walk to the hill- 
crest beyond. They look out over the valleys. They 
catch the gleam of the setting sun on the lake whose 
distant borders are soon to witnesss such great scenes. 
They see the stars break forth. TWeg are alone in 
the silence and the night. Again the great issues 
arise. Again they talk, and ponder, and pray. Late 
at night, as barking dogs tell of their return, they say 
good-night and separate. Each knew that as night 
enfolded them God illumined them. Thus through 
the years Jesus and John walked with God and 
learned of him. 

Life is not an accident, nor are its issues the out- 
goings of caprice and of accident. Jesus, and John 
were in school. God was their teacher. Because 
they waited upon him, he made one greatest of them 
that are born of woman, and the other, his beloved 
son, the greatest teacher the world can know. 


Questions and Suggestions 


1. What part does chance or accident play in human 
life ? 

2. How do men become leaders in moral and religious 
life ? 

3. Draw from history lessons of life to prove your answer 
to the questions above. 

4. What is the price one must pay for large service ? 

5. Decide whether or not your life has been controlled 
by luck or by labor. 

6. How does your answer affect your idea of God? 

7. What is the source of life’s laws ? 

8. Explain why you think the early life of Jesus was 
passed in earnest study. 

9g. Did Mary and Joseph know the Mosaic law? Did 
they teach it to Jesus ? 

10. What is the value of a godly home to a young boy ? 

11. Picture Jesus and John as possibly fellow-students. 
Describe their discussions in the carpenter-shop, in the 
moonlight. 
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Ways to Help Th 





The “Game Method” of Teaching a Class 


There are games that can be adapted to the Sunday- 
school hour, such as twenty questions on some lesson 
character, or thet similar game called ** Throwi ight.’’ 
Then you have played that memory test called ‘* per my 
trunk,’’ in which each player in turn names an object for 
his trunk, repeating all the objects named previously. RK 
was tried once, using the question, ‘* How can a boy show he 
is a Christian? ’’ e first one said, ‘‘ He wp 
boy.’’ How children love that comprehensive word ! e 
next said, ‘‘ He will be a good, Aomes# boy.’’ The next 
added, ‘* He will be a honest, generous boy,’’ They 
had the list pretty well in mind when they had all had their 
turns at. it. This device might be es in learning the 
books of the Bible. 


The Teacher’s Ideal 


What the true pastor is to his People, that must I be to 
my children, Itis not enough that I present the Bible in 
a forceful, attractive way, though that is essential; nor 
that I be prompt in meeting class engagements and be on 
friendly terms with my scholars. I must live before them 
a life careful in little things and big. My face must mirror 
the thoughts that belong to a child of . my lips must 
speak words that are gentle, considerate, brave ; my hands 
must be given to works of ministry; my feet to errands of 
helpfulness. So rich must I be in sympathy that the chil- 
dren will come to me gladly with their joys and perplexi- 
ties. So close must I live to Christ that no decision that 
bears fruit in character may seem to be trivial, no effort to 
win one of these little ones ill spent.—Madeleine Scott, 
Boston, 


Instructive Sociability in the Class 


Experience has taught me that coming in touch with 
the class members in person is half the battle. It in- 
creases regular attendance, interest, and study. My class 
—the Eltekon class connected with St. John’s Methodist 
Episcopal ‘Church—is composed of forty young people, 
women and men, some of them married. Either my wife 
or I makes each one a visit at home. Our class is orga- 
nized with officers. We meet in a social way once a quar- 
ter. ‘This for sociability and as a recruiting service. 

The teacher and his wife hold themselves open to help 
in any way possible any member. Our doors are always 
open for calls of any kind, 

We reserve New Year’s eve as the time when we enter- 
tain. This occasion we are pleased to say is looked forward 
to with pleasure. It might be helpful tosome to know how 
we spent the evening. New Year’s cards were sent out 
tocome at 5 P.M. The guests began arriving at 4:55. By 
six most were present. On arriving each person was handed 
a card like this: ‘‘ Innocent. A little chap who climbed a 
tree to see the Saviour,’’ the first word being the Hebrew 
translation of a man’s name; the other indicative of the 
person. Each person was given a different card. The most 
successful persor. received a prize. 

In arranging groups for supper, four cards were given 
out with the subject on one, and questions on the other 
three. Each group being different, the members had to find 
their group and eat together, one group having the honor to 
serve as waiters, This was one of the sets of questions, 
with the answers : 

A certain woman gave a large sum (1) to assist in build- 
ing achurch, 2, What was hername? 3. To whom did 
she give it? 4. What was the amount? 

2. Queen of Sheba. 3. Solomon. 4. $250,000. 

After supper each lady wrote on a card the title of a 
book and her own name. These cards were sent to the 
library. The gentlemen made application for books. 
Titles were givea them. They selected one, and were 
escorted to the lady who signed that card. Each bor- 
rower was allowed but five minutes with each book. 
Books returned in bad condition had fines imposed on the 
borrower. 

Six hours were taken up with the evening’s program. 
Strangers were invited in. It means work and sacrifice. It 
costs something, but the effort pays.—Z. W. N@lands, 
Davenport, Iowa. 


Map-Work by a Boy in Rome 


Map-making is a fascinating occupation for boys and 
girls, and some very good maps are the result. Sunday- 
school study is so specialized in these days that the young 
people are encouraged to use drawing crayons in picturing 
the scene of our Lord’s work on earth. An instance of 
good map-work is furnished by Harrison Gill, the eight- 
year-old son of the Rev. Everette Gill, a Baptist pastor in 
the cityof Rome. Little Harrison’s drawing is represented 
below, the bodies of water being colored in blue in the 
original, and distinguishing colors indicate Galilee, Samaria, 
Judzea, and the provinces ‘‘ beyond Jordan.’’ It will be 
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seen that the direction of journeys of Jesus are indicated 
by lines and arrows : 
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Growth of the “‘ Friendly Class ” Idea 


About three years ago the readers of The Sunday School 
Times were told, on this page, of the organization of a 
Sunday-school class, in the Allston, Mass., Congregational 
Church, somewhat after the Christian Endeavor plan. 
Several times since items have appeared here telling of the 
novel methods of the lookout committee of this class, and 
of the adoption of a class of Italian boys in a city mission, 
known as ‘‘ The Friendly Juniors.’? The class has grown, 
since its beginning five years ago, from 6 members to 131. 

But the latest phase of development of -the ‘‘ Friendly 
Class idea’’ is the organization of other Friendly Classes, 
modeled after the original class, and bearing the same 
name. The first of these was organized in the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church of McKeesport, Pa., soon after 
the first account appeared in The Sunday School Times, 
which suggested it to the pastor, the Rev. W. S. Danley. 
That class is still prospering. Next Mr. Amos R. Wells, 
Managing Editor of The Christian Endeavor World, and 
an associate of the writer, reorganized a class in the Au- 
burndale, Mass., Congregational Church, following the 
Friendly Class plan and taking the name. That class has 
now an attendance of from fifty to seventy-five. The ship- 
ping clerk in the Christian Endeavor offices next organized 
a Friendly Class in Phillips Congregational Church, South 
Boston. The Malden Congregational and the Prospect 
Hill Church of Somerville, Mass., next heard of the 
Friendly Class, and started classes, the latter mainly through 
the influence of a young lady who had been a member of 
the original Friendly Class. A young man who was also a 
member of the original class went to Bath, Maine, and 
organized a Friendly Class in the Central Congregational 
Church. Recently a class was organized in the Eliot Con- 
gregational Church, Newton, Mass. ; the writer is the salaried 
teacher. So there are now, including the Friendly Juniors 
(the Italian boys who were adopted by the original class) 
nine Friendly Classes. There is no doubt that there is 
room in many churches for a class that organizes unused 
material for systematic work, and that exemplifies the spirit 
of Christian cordiality and comradeship. 


A Friendly Class ‘* Calendar Social.”’ 
Each member of the Friendly Class of the Allston Con- 


gregational Sunday-school was asked to bring -a calendar. 
They might be hand-painted, advertising, or art-calendars. 





Prizes were offered for the best in each of the three classes, 
Some forty or fifty calendars were placed on exhibition by 
stringing them on a line thrown across the Sunday-school 
room, Judges were appointed to award the prizes, and 
the members of the class and friends invited to this ‘‘ Cal- 
endar Social’’ were given an opportunity to view the ex- 
hibit. Games were played while waiting for the award, 
and light refreshments were served at the close, It was 
understood that all the calendars were to be the property 
of the class. Two committees were appointed—one to 
take calendars to members of the class who were confined 
at home by illness, the other to distribute the rest of the 
calendars in the Home for the Blind and Infirm Deaf and 
Dumb, which is in our community, the Consumptives’ 
Home, and among the Italian and Jewish children of the 
Merrimac Street Mission. This committee had the best 
time of all. The bright calendars were so gratefully re- 
ceived that a benediction rested upon those who took them 
in the name of the class, 

Three desirable results were accomplished by this ‘* Cal- 
endar Social.” First each member of the c was in- 
duced to do something ; and no one can exert himself for a 
cause without deepening his interest in it. In the second 
place a pleasant evening was provided for many newcomers 
in the community, who were attracted by the novelty of 
the program, and some of whom were ultimately won into 
the class. The third result, which has been already noted, 
was cone the best of all—the’ happiness that was carried 
to the sick and the institutions for those with whom a little 
good cheer and loving remembrance of this kind go a 
long way. 


Publishing a Class Paper 


A very helpful‘ auxiliary in a large class is a monthly or 
weekly paper published by the class, or by a committee or 
board of editors appointed by the class. The Friendly 
Class Chat is a typewritten sheet, either letter or foolscap 
size. Sometimes it is mimeographed, and the cost ($1.50 
for 100 copies) paid out of the class treasury. At other 
times, half a dozen young ladies in the class who are sten- 
ographers manifold copies by means of carbon paper. It 
was at first published only occasionally, when there were 
special announcements, but now it is published weekly, 
and the class so look for its coming that an effort is to be 
made to secure a.mimeograph for weekly use... > . 

The contents of the paper consist of bright news-notes 
about the members of the class, and about former members 
who have removed. ‘These are eagerly read. New mem- 
bers of the class can be introduced in this way, their names 
and addresses being better understood and remembered 
when seen in print. Then there are always some announce- 
ments that, if made orally, may be misunderstood or for- 
gotten, but that ‘stick ’’ when read from the printed page. 
The paper may be sent to absent members, and thus they 
can be kept in touch with the class and teacher in a most 
delightful way. If copies are taken to absent members by 
other members, a twofold point is gained,—the co-opera- 
tion of a member. They may also be mailed or taken to 
non-church-goers or those whom the class wishes to draw 
into the school. 

But one of the best uses of the class-paper is to present 
home-work on next Sunday’s lesson. It gives the teacher 
a fine chance to whet the appetite of his class, by a few 
questions that set his pupils to searching ; by a suggestion 
for drawing a map, or for reading some book that bears on 
the lesson. In a class that has boys who are amateur 
printers, such a paper gives a splendid chance to use them, 
and a boy used in the church often is a boy saved. 

An idea of the matter making up The Friendly Class 
Chat may be gathered from the following items from recent 
issues : 

Friendly Class Chat 

The offering last Sunday was $2.47, and the attendance 
48, exclusive of the honorary members who were teaching. 
Hereafter Miss Littlefield will report the the number of 
honorary members present so that they can be included. 

One of the Friendly Juniors recently started a savings 
bank account with $6.00 which he has saved by the stamp 
savings system introduced by Dr. Cowan, The boys have 
invested in $30.00 worth of these stamps since a few weeks 
before the holidays. 

The Valentine Social and Lunch were a success. Those 
who braved the inclement weather—about twenty-five— 
had a jolly time. About $5.00 was realized from the sale 
of lunch boxes at auction, and lots of fun.. They looked 
very dainty, and tasted better, but not better than Mr. 
Walter Batson looked in a necklace of blue ribbon with 
which his box had been tied. The valéntines were sent to 
the Children’s Hospital. Score another for Mrs. Nutting 
and the splendid social committee. ? 

The Sunday Schook Times for February 17 contains an 
article entitled ‘‘The Friendly Class Stereopticon,’’ which 
might interest our readers. 

The topic for next Sunday is, ‘‘ Jesus’ Power to Forgive ”’ 
(Mark 2 :.3-12). Some interesting themes for home study 
would be : 

1. Oriental houses—draw one showing roof. 

2. Oriental beds, how different from ours ? 

3. The nature of palsy. 

4. How can Jesus forgive? What is forgiveness? 

— The Rev John F. Cowan, Allston, Mass. 
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‘LESSON FOR APRIL 1 







COMMON VERSION 


15 | Beware of false prophets, which come 
to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravening wolves. 

16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do 
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ? 

17 Even so every tree bringeth forth 
good fruit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth 
evil fruit. 

_ 18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
+o aga can a corrupt tree bring forth good 

it. 

19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
Pt. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know 

em. 

_. 21 Y Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. 

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ? 
and in thy name have cast out devils ? and in 
thy name done many wonderful works ? 


LESSON I. APRIL I. 
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15 Beware of false prophets, who come to 
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are 
ravening wolves. 16 By their fruits ye shall 
know them. Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles? 17 Even so every good 
tree bringeth forth good fruit ; but the corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good tree 
cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19 Every 
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. 20 Therefore by 
their fruits ye shall know them. 21 Not every 
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven ; bug he that 
doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and 
by thy. name cast out demons, and by thy 


THE TWO FOUNDATIONS 


Matt. 7 : 15-29- (Read Matt.6:1 to 7:14; Luke 6: 31, 37-49.) Memory verses: 24, 25 
Golden Text: Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.—Jas. I : 22 





COMMON VERSION 


never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. 

24 4 Therefore whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken 
him unto a wise man, which built his house 
upon a rock : 

25 And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house ; and it fell not: for it was founded 
upon a rock. : 

26 And every one that heareth these say- 
ings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be 
likened unto a foolish man, which built his 
house upon the sand : 

27 And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house ; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 

28 Ava it sa 8 i ~ — Jesus had 
ended these sayin, ¢ people were aston- 
ished at his Pre ag : 

29 For he — them as one having author- 
ity, and not as the scribes. 
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will I profess unto them, I never knew you : 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

24 Every one therefore that heareth these 
words of mine, and doeth them, shall be lik- 
ened unto a wise man, who built his house 
upon the rock: 25 and the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 


- beat upon that house ; and it fell not; for it 


was founded upon the rock. 26 And every 
one that heareth these words of mine, and 
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a fool- 
ish: man, who built his house upon the sand : 
27 and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and smote upon 
that house ; and it fell: and great was thc fall 
thereof. . 

28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had 
finished these words, the multitudes were 
astonished at his teaching: 29 for he taught 
them as one having authority, and not as their 
scribes. 


1 Gr. powers 


23 And then will I profess unto them, I name do many ! mighty works? 23 And then 


The Year of Self-Revelation 


A Preview of the Second Quarter’s Lessons 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


HE lessons for the second quarter cover the sec- 
ond great stage in the active ministry of Jesus, 
the gradual unfolding of his personality to his 

intimate disciples. When Scribal hostility, aroused 
and embittered by the indifference of Jesus to their 
converitionalism and by his calm assumption of 
leadership, had made the continuance of free, rapid 
public preaching in the synagogues of Galilee im- 
practicable, Jesus selected the Twelve, and began to 
‘devote to them his predominant attention.- He chose 
them with care; he soon took occasion to discuss 
freely with them the principles in accordance with 
which the expected kingdom of God would be estab- 
lished, and be made them participaffts in all his 
activities. 

We follow him throughout the quarter in this 

‘gracious fellowship, the real motive of which is 
made plain at the close. When Simon Peter, speak- 
ing for the Twelve at Czsarea Philippi, declared 
that they had come to the deliberate conclusion that 
‘he was the Christ, it called forth an unusual ex- 

ression (Matt. 16 : 17) of approval from the Master, 

‘because it proved that the year of unfettered im- 
pressions had been truly a success. What Jesus had 
‘wished to achieve was just such a deliberate, perma- 
nent conviction on the part of the Twelve that he 
was the Christ. Until they had come to that con- 
clusion, his most important service for them, and 
theirs for the world, could not even begin. 

Their independent recognition of him as the Christ 
being the goal of all that was done or said in the days 
and weeks to be studied by us, let us consider the 
actual facts recorded in the Gospels. Lesson 1 con- 
cludes the teachings of those early days of fellow- 
ship, summed up in the Sermon on the Mount. 
Lessons 3 and 4 record some of the many exhibitions 
of his tenderness, sympathy, wisdom, and gentle 
‘authoritativeness, his ‘‘quiet masterfulness,” as 
some one has said. Lessons 5 and 6 belong to the 
parables by the seaside, a set of teachings best 
understood as the Master’s helpful response to que- 
ties which expressed surprise at the smallness of the 
net results of his activity. Lesson 7 deals with one 
‘of that noteworthy up of exhibitions of power, 
related in almost identical fashion by the three Gos- 
| cay These incidents gave the disciples much food 
or thought. Lesson 8 brings before us the dominant 
reason, according to Matthew (14 : 13), for the discon- 
tinuance of evangelization in Galilee. It brought 
the richest experience of the Twelve (Mark 6: 7-13) 
to a close. Lesson 9, the parallel in John 6, and 
continuation in Mark 6 : 45 to 7 : 23, connects with the 
great crisis of gratitude, loyalty, misinterpretation 
and rejection, and of scribal criticism, which forced 
—_ and his loyal followers out of Galilee, or at 
east made their withdrawal prudent. Lesson 10 de- 
scribes an incident of the first northern journey. 
Lesson 11 brings us to the time when Jesus made 
the great test. The twelfth shows how he sought to 
confirm the impression of his glory before driving 
ogg the apparently opposite thought of humilia- 
ion. 

The details of each of the incidents in the active 
life of Jesus during this period are interesting and 
rofitable, considered by themselves, but they gain 
ar greater significance when viewed from the stand- 
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point of the onlooking Twelve. ‘‘ What manner of 
man is this ?”" they were ever saying to one another. 
Jesus rejoiced to meet with gracious thoughtfulness 
each exigency as it arose, but through this gradual 
and varied unfolding of his personality he was 
achieving a larger end besides. Bruce calls it ‘‘ the 
training of the Twelve.” It was rather a period of 
preparation for training, a time of orientation, of dis- 
covery, of impression, of gradual conviction. 


Boston. 
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Building on Him is the evidence of believing on 
him. 
te? 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


* HICH is the moreimportant, faith or works ?” 
is aquestion that has been discussed through 
the centuries, and that is likely to be dis- 

cussed for some centuries more. Your pupils are 
pretty sure to be met by this question sooner or later 
in life, and they may be seriously troubled and con- 
fused and misled in its consideration unless they are 
guided aright. So it would seem to be well to antici- 
pate this danger by raising the question yourself in 
class, in order to show your pupils the true relation- 
ship of faith and works as locus Christ, and others 
taught by him, revealed it. If you assigned last 
week to your class the ‘‘ Home Work” on this week’s 
lesson (see ‘‘ Pilot” in last week’s issue), some of 
your pupils will have been considering the question 
during the week. ‘ 

In addition to the lesson text, make a careful study, 
in your home preparation, of other New Testament 
teachings on faith and works, such as Romans 2: 13; 
Galatians 3 : 2-12; 5 : 6, 22, 25; Hebrews 11; James 
I: 22-27; 2: 14-26. You will find that you can 
profitably refer your pupils to some of these refer- 
ences as the class study proceeds. 

* Begin by asking the question, letting your pupils 
discuss it freely, and then vary it by putting.-it in 
this form: ‘‘ Which saves men, faith or works?” 

After a few minutes’ discussion, carefully refraining 

from giving your own opinion, suggest their turning 

with you to Christ’s words .on the subject, and the 
words of others recorded in the Bible. Remind 
them that we are still studying that wonderful dis- 
course of Jesus Christ’s which 1s called the ‘‘ Sermon 
on the Mount,” and in which we have already had 
two lessons, and let them locate its probable site on 
their maps. The entire sermon, beginning with the 
beatitudes, was a statement of the principles—not 
rules—of living which must control members of the 
kingdom of heaven, here and hereafter, and it in- 
cluded many precious promises of what God would 
do for those who thus lived. ‘‘The royal law of 
love,” Professor Sanders beautifully names it. The 
special teachings intervening between what we 
studied last in this sermon and its closing portion are 
briefly listed in Professor Riddle’s opening paragraph. 
And now, having made Very —_ and unmistak- 
able the principles of life in his —: Jesus closes 
his sermon by making equally plain the results of 
doing or failing to do as he has taught. First he 
tells:{vs. 15-20) how men’s actions reveal their inner 
life ; then he peat (vs. 21-23) that men’s final 
judgment is to be based on what they have done with 
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the will of the Father; and he closes (vs. 24-27) with 
a vivid picture of the effects, respectively, of doing 
and of refusing to do what he has taught. 

There are six striking contrasts in the lesson, as 
Dr. Hurlbut’s *‘ Outline” shows. The illustration of 
a and figs and thorns was doubly effective to 

hrist’s audience on the mountainside, because of the 
familiar scenes that Mrs. Howie describes in her first 
two paragraphs ; and the closing illustration of the 
result of building on’ sand foundations is shown, in 
Mrs. Howie's last two paragraphs, to have had a sig- 
nificance to Orientals even greater than it has to us, 
for they actually use for foundation purposes a pecu- 
liar kind of sand that is, under ordinary circum- 
stances, entirely satisfactory, but that goes to pieces 
under unusual strain. Mother Perkins’ beautifully 
blossoming apple tree that was a sham is another 
illustration of the same truth (Perkins’ Home Let- 
ters); and the bright side of the lesson is finely illus- 
trated in the account of a business that was ‘‘ sure to 
fail,” given in the fourth paragraph of the ‘ Illustra- 
tion Round-Table.” 

So there is no mistaking the meaning of Christ’s 
words. To hear his words and not to do them is to 
fail utterly in this world and to be lost in the next. 
To hear his words and to do them is to be a rock- 
founded success here and*to enter into eternal life. 
It is a simple example in arithmetic, which we can 
work out ourselves with a plus or a minus sign, as 
Mr. Howard shows, And every one of us, whether 
he realizes it or not, zs working out that example in 
one way or the other : there is no such thing as get- 
ting an ‘‘excuse” from this lesson. 

Let us look back, now, at the question that we 
were considering at the beginning of this study. 
‘‘Which is the more important, faith or works?” 
Works seem to be pretty important, do they not? 
But important why? Is it because they en/z¢/e us to 
heaven? Has the man ever lived, save Jesus Christ, 
whose record of works was so good that he deserved 
to go to heaven on his own merits? Has the man 
ever lived who made even a partial success of living 
true to the principles of the Sermon on the Mount in 
his own strength alone, by his own unaided will 
power? There is only one answer to these ques- 
tions. What part, then, do ‘‘works” play in our 
life and salvation? Simply this: they show whether 
or not we are followers of Christ, whether we have 
given ourselves unreservedly to him, whether we 
are trying to serve him, whether our faith is a live 
or a dead faith, a true or a sham faith. We have ne 
right to claim that we have faith in Christ if we are 
unwilling to do all that he asks. Therefore works 
are an essential—that is, they must be present—in 
Christian life, because they are the proof of faith, 
the test of faith, the sure result of true faith. The 
blade of grass pushing up out of the ground does not 
create life in the seed from which it has sprung, but 
it shows whether or not there is any life in that seed; 
and it even helps to keep the seed alive by feeding 
it with sunlight and air. Good works do not create 
eternal life in us, but they show whether we have 
such life, and they help to nourish and strengthen 
that life. Without the blade of grass. we know that 
the seed is dead. Without works, we know that 
there is no faith. 

But let us make sure that we know just what 
“faith” is, The illustration of the grass seed is not 
quite perfect, because faith, after all, is not life, but 
is the act by which we lay hold of life.. ‘‘ Faith is 


that act by which one person, a sinner, commits him- 
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self to another Person, a Saviour.” It is the act by 
which we who are spiritually dead because of sin 
connect ourselves with the life which is in God alone. 

So faith must be the basis of works, and faith must 
be aware accompanied by works. Good works 
without faith are not good works ong 22, 23). Faith 
without good works is not faith (v. 21). Faith and 
works must go together. Each is incomplete with- 
out the other. 

Now for that other question, ‘‘ which saves men, 
faith or works?” Neither. Works never saved a 
man. And faith does not save: Christ saves. We 
must come to Christ to be saved, and believe in him 
and his life-savin wer ; faith is our voluntar 
act of coming and believing, and we cannot be sa 
without faith ; but it is Christ, and Christ only, who 
saves. If we are ill, we may need to go toa physi- 
cian ; we may die unless we go; but it is not the 
going to the physician that saves us, it is the physi- 
cian himself, and what he does for us. Even then 
he cannot help us unless we believe in him suffi- 
ciently to do just what he directs, So Christ asks us 
to come to him to be healed from the disease of sin, 
which means death ; but he cannot heal us unless 
we come in such unquestioning trust and belief in 
him that we gladly do all that he says, even to the 
laying down of life. That is faith. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 

(The numerals sefer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue.) 

A prophet defined (Riddle, on v. 15). 

Conduct is three-fourths of life; but the other fourth is 
more important than the three-fourths (McLaren, 3). 

Unless our actions own His lordship, little else counts 
(McLaren, 9). 

Faith must have force enough to drive the wheels of life 
(McLaren, 11). 

We have to live forever in the house we build here 
(McLaren, 12). 

A man cannot be bad and do good (Goss, 2). 

How the Chinese converts interpreted the duty of ‘‘ do- 
ing ”? Christ’s words (Illustrations, 1). 

t won’t do to divide our foundation between rock and 
anything else (Illustrations, 5). 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week’s Lesson 


‘ Read Matthew 12: 1-14; Mark 2: 23 to 3:6; Luke 
$ I-11, 

Why did the Jews consider that the disciples were 
breaking the sabbath? 

What did Jesus mean when he said “ the priests in the 
temple profane the sabbath, and are guiltless ’’ ? 

What did Jesus mean when he said ‘‘I desire mercy, 
and not sacrifice ’’ ? 

Why was it that what Jesus said and did in connection 
with the sabbath aroused the Jews to seek to take his life ? 

From the three Gospel accounts of thig lesson, find what 
— said about the purpose of the sabbath, and his rela- 
ion to it. 

What do you believe the sabbath day is for? 

Describe how you think Sunday ought to be spent 
nowadays. 





Ten simpler questions on next Sunday's lesson will be 
found in the ‘* Study and Question Manual,’’ an ei pepege 
pomenie prepared i the International teacher-Tra ning 

soeeny. Mr. W. C. Pearce, and published by The Sunday 
School Times Co. Each pamphlet contains questions on the 
lessons of the entire quarter, and will be supplied at 2 cents 
each, or $1 a hundred. £ 


Prophets may be tested better by their appetites 
than by their platitudes. 


See? 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


HE conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount forms 
this lesson. The intervening parts of the dis- 
course (chaps. 6 to 7: 14) are, with the exception 

of 7: 1-5, peculiar to Matthew's report, being spe- 
cially adapted for — readers. The following 
outline may be helpful: The true mode of doing 
righteousness (6 : 1), specifically, almsgiving (6 : 2-4), 
prayer (6: 5-15), and fasting (6: 16-18); the true 
treasures to be laid up (6: 19-24), enforced by the 
privilege of depending upon our heavenly Father 
(6 : 25-34): caution against censoriousness, injunc- 
tion to pa enforced through promise of answer, 
to which promise ‘* the Golden Rule” is appended as 
an inference (7: 1-12). An exhortation to enter in 
through the narrow gate (7: 13, 14) immediately pre- 
cedes the lesson. 

Place.—At ‘‘a level place " on the side of a moun- 
tain in Galilee, probably the Horns of Hattin, south- 
west of Capernaum. 

Time.—In the spring, probably May, year of Rome 
781,—that is, A.D. 28. 


Light on Puzzling Pessages 

Verse 15.—Beware of. bales gonpiets : “Prophets” 
are those who speak for God, not necessarily those 
who predict. Here false religious teachers are meant. 
The connection with verses 13, 14 is obvious: Not 
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only is the way that leadeth unto life ** straitened,” 
but false guides increase the difficulty of finding 1t.— 
Who come to you ; Their main activity is in pervert- 
ing, not in converting. 

erse 16.—y their fruits : In emphatic position, 
‘* Fruits,” in this connection, includes the results of 
the false teaching, as well as the conduct of the false 
teachers. — Know: A strong compound term. — 
Grapes... figs: Two of the most highly esteemed 
Oriental fruits. 

Verses 17, 18 state a general law in the natural 
world: As the tree, so the fruit, indicating that the 
same rule holds good in the moral world.—Corrupi: 
Rotten, decayed; then, as here, worthless. 

Verse 19.—Every iree that bringeth not forth 
good Jrurt: Whether the tree is ‘‘ good” or ‘* cor- 
rupt” is proven by the fruit.—Hewn down, and cast 
into the ji re: True in the care of trees, and pointing 
to rot awful result in the moral world (comp. chap, 
3 : 10). 

Verse 20.--Therefore by their fruits : Restate- 
ment of verse 16, enforced by the intervening verses. 
The —— passage in Luke (6: 43) suggests quite 
clear y that ‘* fruits ” include the effect of the teach- 
ing of professed ‘‘ prophets.” This effect may not 
appear at once. 

erse 21.—Saith unto me, Lords Lord: Outward 
fession of allegiance to himself. The repetition 
s for emphasis (so in v. 22). The term ‘‘ Lord,” at 
that time, could not be understood in its full signifi- 
cance, but it certainly pointed to his authority as 
teacher and ruler.—7he kingdom of heaven :’En- 


trance into this ‘‘kingdom” on earth, is involved,’ 


though the next verses point to its culmination in 
heaven. The phrase is not the precise equivalent of 
** heaven.”—Doeth the will of my Father: Ateacher 
of ethics would have said *‘doeth right,” but Jesus 
was ateacher of religion. ‘‘ Right is right, because 
God is God.” 

Verse 22.—/n that day: The day of final account. 
—Prophesy by thy name: *‘In” is not accurate. 


— 
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Notice the correct renderings of the tenses in the 
Revised Version, 

23.—Then will I profess: Pointing to his 
future position as Judge. It is clearly implied that 
he clasmed the right to decide who should enter into 
the kingdom, and that the privilege of entering de- 
pended upon a proper relation to himself. 

Verses 24-27.—The Two Foundations are set forth 
in contrast, the form resembling the antithetic paral- 
elism of Hebrew poetry. There are a few verbal 
variations in Luke's report (Luke 6: 46-49).—Shal/ 
be likened: The weightiest authorities have this 
reading.—7he rock: The definite article is impor- 
tant. It occurs in all the ancient authorities, n- 
fortunately, the Authorized Version, here and in 
many other cases, simply ignores it.— Words. In 
verses 24, 26, and 28, ‘‘ words” is more literal than 
‘*sayings.” The graphic descriptions of an Oriental 
storm explain themselves. 

Verse 28.—And it came to pass when Jesus had 
Jjinished: This clause oceurs, word for word, five 
times in the Gospel according to Matthew (here: 
II: 1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1), in each case marking 
the close of a long and important discourse, such as 
characterize this Gospel. The American Revisers 
render ‘‘ finished” in each case.—A? his teaching: 
The surprise was at the manner of his instruction. 
Hence “ doctrine,”’ which now suggests the matter of 
instruction, is misleading. 

Verse 29.—Having authority: See the repeated 
formula, ‘‘I say unto you,’ where the “I” is em- 
hatic.— Their scribes ;: The better attested reading. 

he scribes were constantly citing the opinions of 
others: ‘‘ Rabbi So-and-So says thus.” Edersheim 
gives many illustrations of this method. 
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Many a man thinks that he is building on the 
rock when he ts but banking on his rocks. 


al 


The Ruin That Overtakes Evil Conduct 


By Alexander 


fe ne three paragraphs of this lesson set forth in 


varying forms two great thoughts,—the supreme 

importance of conduct, and the ruin that over- 
takes evil conduct at the last. The note of ‘‘au- 
thority” which ‘‘ astonished” the people throughout 
the discourse is struck most emphatically in them, 
like the open diapason of some great organ in the 
crash of music that ends a symphony. 

The Two Trees and their Fruit, The exhortation 
to enter in at the strait gate naturally leads up to 
the warning to beware of false prophets, who would 
mislead men. When Jesus spoke these words there 
were no such prophets among his followers, and the 
persons referred to are necessarily the false guides 
in Judaism whom Jesus elsewhere calls ‘‘ thieves and 
robbers.”” That reference is confirmed by verse 22, 
where analogous false teachers among his followers 
are spoken of. But the question of the persons re- 
ferred to is unimportant, “yn gees with the principle 
laid down as the test for teachers which plain 
men, unskilled in theological subtleties, can apply 
even here. ; 

** By their fruits ye shall know them.” The test of 
teachers and teaching is, after all, the moral one,— 
what sort of lives do the teachers lead, and what sort 
of lives does their teaching lead to? Jesus enforces 
this test by the familiar figure of a tree and its fruits, 
which opens up profound thoughts as to the relation 
between character and conduct. Matthew Arnold’s 
dictum that conduct is three-fourths of life is often 
quoted approvingly, and it is true enough arithmetic- 
ally, but may lead to great blunders unless it is sup- 
paren by the addition, ‘‘ and the remaining one- 
ourth is more important than the three-fourths.” 
For the true nature of an action is determined by its 
motive, and the real importance of conduct is that 
it is the outcome of character, the issuing into visi- 
bility of the ** hidden man of the heart.” 

No doubt much of every life is automatic, and much 
more is imposed on the doer by external forces, by 
custom, the routine of one’s business, and thé like; 
but that does not make it less true that our actions 
are the revelation to others and to ourselves of our 
characters. The metaphor of the. tree and its fruit 

uts that solemn truth in vivid form. It at once 
owers and elevates action, lowering them by regard- 
ing them as only consequences of what is deeper 
than themselves, elevating them by regarding them 
as the solemn manifestations to the world of what 
that deeper something is. Just as the specific nature 
of the tree and the differentia of its life culminate in 
and are expressed by the fruit, be it glowing grape- 
clusters or stiff prickles, juicy figs or irritating 
thistles, so all the character of a man, the mysterious 
complex of nature built up in each of us aan by our 


own past deeds, shapes his moral acts, be-they lovely 


McLaren, D.D. 


and of good report or be they foul and condemned by 
the common conscience. 

How important, then, to see that the fountain 
from which these streams flow is pure, and to keep 
the heart with all diligence, since out of it are the 
issues of life, - Jesus points us inward, even. while 
pointing us outward to the fruits, and teaches us that 
while deeds are so important and significant, -they 
are not to be the first objects of solicitude. Where 
our heart is, not what we do, should be our main 
concern. How the tree is to be made good is not 
told us here. A similar figure on another occasion, 
The other version of this figure in another evangelist, 
‘* Make the tree good,” prescribes a mournful impos- 
sibility, unless we couple with it His blessed saying, 
‘*IT am the vine, ye are the branches. Abide in me, 
and I in you, for severed from me ye can do noth- 
ing.” Grafted into him, we shall bear clusters of 
generous grapes. Apart from him, our best deeds 
will lack the supreme beauty and goodness that 
makes them acnaphen® to God. ‘‘ The fruit of the 
light is in all g ness and righteousness and truth.” 

But Jesus adds a solemn word, foretelling the end 
of the tree which is barren of good fruit. In-realit 
there is no barren tree, no life without deeds whic 
are the outcome of character, but so worthless are 
those deeds which are not good, and so short-lived 
are they, that they are not worth calling fruit, and 
the life that produces nothing but ‘‘the unfruitful 
works of po mae ” is in his eyes barren. Utter 
ruin must be the outcome of such lives, so devoted to 
the things seen, and devoid of faifh in him and union 
with him, the source of all goodness. 

The Two Kinds of Christ's Disciples. Inf this 
paragraph the truths that were applied to false 
prophets are pressed home to the disciples’ con- 
sciences as applicable to them. Deeds are the test, 
not only for human judgment, but for Christ’s judg- 
ment hereafter. Mark how Jesus, without a word of 
explanation or defense of his startling assumptions, 
calmly, as if it were a matter of course, seats himself, 
as it were, on the throne of final judgment, asserts 
that it is he who at last decides thes fate of men, and 
that to be known by him opens entrance to the king- 
dom of heaven, and to be driven from his presence is 
ruin. We do not dwell on this aspect of these solemn 
words, but it should be pondered by those who would 
understand this much misunderstood Sermon on the 
Mount. 

Jesus -here lays down the same principle as in the 
former paragraph, but sharpens the point of it by 
applying it to his disciples, both the little group who 
then were such, and the dim multitudes who should 
be so in coming days. Note that ‘‘doing the will of 
my Father in heaven” is equivalent to the previous 
phrase of ‘‘ good fruit,” and that to ‘‘ work iniquity” 








-all here is that the mere acknow 
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is the ‘rendering of what was viously de- 
ph Py agen in terms as well f fruit.” y The 
eos ve ng a man are deeds of obedience to 


s will, Whatever act lacks that supreme con- 
secration, however fair it may be in other 


**cometh of evil,” for it is the outcome of self, and is 
in essence evil. Here is a s test which would 
darken many brilliant reputations and blot out many 

of the world's eulogiums on its heroes. 
But the heart-searching lesson pri home on us 
ent and con- 


fession of Christ’s lordship, however sincere, is value- 
less, unless it leads to practical obedience to the will 
of which he is the revealer. We may call him Lord 
in all por gt but of what worth is that, unless our 
actions own his lordship, and by obeying him we do 
the will of the Father, which is also his will? ‘*The 
kingdom of. heaven” is the realm in which God rules 
as King, and the qualification for entrance there, 
whether in its present earthly or in its future heav- 
enly form, is plainly submission of will, and con- 
sequently of deeds, to that sovereign will. 

How to bring about that subjugating and har- 
monizing of our rebellious wills with "God's is not 
told us here, any more than was the way to make 
the tree good. A hint is perhaps to be gathered 
from the terrible words of condemnation in verse 23, 
where working iniquity stands as the evidence that 
goons never knew the evildoers. To be known by 

im would have made them doers of We may 
trace the linked chain backwards from the obedient 
deed, through the submitted will, to the love that 
bends and bows it, thence to the faith that knits to 
Jesus and makes us partakers of the life of him,whose 
delight was to do his Father's will. Only when our 
thankful hearts feel the glow and the impulse of his 
loving knowledge of us will they melt our wills into 
conformity with the beloved will of the Beloved, and 
strengthen our hands for deeds of obedience. 

But there is a very 9 97 thrust, which may 
well make us all ask ‘‘Is it I?” in the appeal from 
these evildoers to their many shining dends done by 
the name of Jesus. The Judge does not traverse 
their claims. It was perfectly true that they had 
prophesied and wrought miracles in his name,—if 
por? | had been modern Christians they would have 
said, given large subscriptions, preached eloquent 
sermons, edited influential religious papers, written 
celebrated religious books. We may do any or all of 
these things, and have a sort of faith in Jesus, but 
if that faith only affects the intellect or the imagina- 
tion, and has not force enough to drive all the wheels 
of life, then it is vain. Our Christianity may be hon- 
est, but if it does not make us Christlike men it is 
not the Christianity that will give ug an abundant 
entrance into the kingdom. 

We note, too, the conception of life as building a 
house. Fleeting deeds have permanent results on 
the doer. Apparently isolated acts work together to 
produce a definite single result. We dwell in an 
abode which, like silk-worms, we have made for our- 
selves out of our own substance. Character results 
from conduct. The years leave a deposit; the waving 
forests of geological eras long gone are seams of coal 
to-day. We have to live forever with the selves which 
we have made out of the infant selves which we might 
have made almost anything. What sort of a house 
am I building? A shop? a drinking-saloon? a home 
of animal lusts? a study? a temple? 

Again we note the two foundations. Christ’s 
words are the rock, and doing them is building on it. 
The ideal for Christian lives is that his known will 
should underlie every action; that all our deeds 
should be done as he wills, because he wills, in reli- 
ance on his help, and for his sake. That foundation 
is more than other foundations, for a most real influ- 
ence rises from it and permeates every course of the 
slowly rising house. hen we try to build on it, it 
‘flows through our deeds and makes them pure.” 
All other foundations are sand. 

Again, we note the twofold results. The same 
storm assails both houses. Death and judgment 
come to all. The picture is drawn from one of the 
fierce winter storms of the East, in which howling 
blasts strike the roofs, and driving rains dash against 
the walls, and.the rivers rise and swirl round the 
foundations, washing out earth and .sand from be- 
neath. There is a reminiscence of Isaiah’s picture 
(Isa. 28: 17) of the hail sweeping away the refuge of 
lies, and the waters overflowing the hiding-place. 
Clearly the storm means exactly the same as ‘‘ that 
day” in the former part of the lesson ; namely, the 
day of final judgment. Each of us has to face it. 
Deeds based on that word of which he himself said, 
**Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away,” have the seed of immortality 
in them, and though they were occupied with tem- 
porary things, being governed by eternal principles, 
shall not all perish, but will ‘* follow” the doers into 
the eternal world. ‘‘If any man’s work shall abide, 
. . « he shall receive a reward,” and that work, and 
that only, will **abide’’ which is done for Christ, 
through Christ, in Christ. But lives based on the 
seen and temporal will crumble to ruin when their 
foundation 1s flooded away. Let us dig deeper than 
the overlying sand, even to the primitive rock; and 
build on and for eternity. ‘* The world passeth away, 
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and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth forever.” ’ ae 
MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. ~ 
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See that you are right under the bark, and the 
branches will take care of themselves. 











1 O MEN Gartuer Grapes or THORNS, OR Fics 


or THISTLES?” (v. 16.) I have just been 

looking at a property of a neighbor. It is 
laid out along and up the slope of a hill (Isa. 5 : rn 
long terraces, each about ten feet in breadth. The 
second terrace from the bottom is about two feet 
higher than the first, and the third is higher than the 
second, and soon. Vines and fig trees are planted, 
and grow alternately, in a line near the edge of each 
terrace. The vines seem to ped pine liberties with 
the figs, climb up their trunks and entwine their slim 
branches around the heavy limbs of the figs very 
affectionately. The bright green leaves of the vine 
mingle with the dark shades of the fig. 

In the same terrace, but on the opposite side, two 
or more varieties of thorns are growing quite freely 
to a height varying from a few inches toa few feet, 
while beyond the cultivated portion is'a wood of 
sunbar or pine, the ‘‘ash”’ of Isaiah 44 : 14, and under 
this sunbar or ash grow undisturbed thorns, briers, 
and thistles. This condition of things was a matter 
of experience centuries before the Sermon on the 
Mount was uttered (Prov. 24:31). Could our Lord 


a dl 


and his héarers have been just in view of some such 
scene as this when he uttered the words of this text ? 
'. « EVERY ONE THAT HEARETH THESE WorDS OF MINE, 
AND DOETH THEM NOT, SHALL BE LIKENED UNTO A 
Foo.isH MAN, WHO BUILT HIS House UPON THE SAND” 
v. 26). More than once I watched builders cutting 


foundations on the coast, in Beyrout for example. 


First they cut their way through the ordinary surface 
ground soil, then through a stratum of red sand, in 
search of rock, but sometimes, at a depth varyi 
from fifteen to thirty feet, they reach a stratum o 
what they call ghamme/l mahadlool ; that is to say, 
“impotent sand,” so called probably because it has 
no power to expand or contract ; it is practically in- 
em epee and yet I could dig it out with my 
hand. On this impotent sand they build without 
hesitation as being next best to or practically as good 
as ‘‘rock.” It would appear that the ancient Egyp- 
tians understood the nature of this kind of sand, and 
when they could not get ‘‘rock” to build upon they 
dug deep their foundations, and filled them with this 
special sand, whiclethey must have imported for the 
purpose, and then laid their buildings on it. 

In his account of excavations at Tell Nebesheh, 
south of Tanis, Petrie said, ‘‘ At last a mass of sand 
was found with a vertical face, and this I at once 
recognized as the sand bed in the earth on which the 
walls of the temple had been founded.” Neverthe- 
less, no wise builder builds on sand from choice, for 
it is ever possible for wind to blow it and sudden 
torrents to wash it away, and actual examples of 
such disasters are numerous. One such occurred 
in October of 1905, when, in one night, twenty-five 
houses fell in Mashghra, a neighboring village. 

BEYROUT, SYRIA. “" 


Men know our fruits ; God knows our roots. 
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How the Chinese Converts ‘Understood It 


E YE doers of the Word, and not hearers only 
(Golden Text). Among the Chinese coolies 
imported to work in the gold-mines of South 

Africa,.a number of Christian Chinese have taken 
places, and are doing a good work. These North 
China laborers, thirty thousand in number, are re- 

rted to be of- exceptional stature, strength, and 
intelligence. The English government agreed in 
writing that during the confinement of these laborers 
in the stockades surrounding the field of labor no 
missionaries would be permitted to hold service. But 
certain Chinese converts, clerks in offices at home, 
have gone with the common laborers to Johannes- 
burg.in order that their fellow-countrymen, held to 
contract service for a stipulated number of years, 
may not be without the light and consolation of the 
truth during that time. These self-sacrificing evan- 
gelists resign positions of ease and honor in order to 
preach to common laborers as laborers themselves.— 
Marietta Gilmore, Auburn, N. Y. 
Proving It 

Therefore by their fruits ye shall know them 
(v. 20), I once knew a man who for many years had 
been the oe oe py of a saloon, the worst “dive” in the 
place. e had a devout wife. She attended church 
oy Sunday, and brought to bear upon her hus- 
band such influences for good as she could. She 
—" for him, and taught her children to pray for 

im. One Wednesday evening, after the prayer- 
meeting service, he came before the session of the 
church of which his wife was a member, and desired 
to*be received intothe membership. He had told no 
one, not even his wife, of his intention. The mem- 
bers of the session had known him for years, and 
they unanimously agreed to put him on a six months’ 
probation. The next morning his place was not 
opened for business. Several offered him large 
sums of money fdr the business when they heard he 
had decided to abandon it. He declined all offers. 
Every barrel of his stock was taken down to the 
river and knocked in the head. - Ever since he has 
been one of the most earnest Christians in his city.— 
The Rev, H. G. Richardson, Clarksburg, W. Va. 
Wendell Phillips’ Victory 

By their fruits ye shall know them (v. 20). Wen- 
dell Phillips was a boy of fourteen when converted. 
He. had heard Dr. Lyman Beecher preach on the 
theme, ‘‘ You belong to God,” and going home, he 
went into his room, threw himself on his knees, and 
prayed : ‘‘O God, I belong to thee; take what is 
thine own. I ask this, that whenever a thing is 
wrong, it may have no power of temptation over me; 
that whenever a thing is right, it may take no cour- 
age todoit.” ‘* Previous to this,” one of his school- 
mates said, ‘‘ he used to give way to violent outbursts 
of temper, and the boys would amuse themselves by 
deliberately working him into a passion. But after 
his conversion, they could “never succeed in getting 


him out of temper."—7he Rev. W. S. Abernethy, 
Berwyn, Ld. 


A Business “ Failure ” 


Shall be likened unto a wise man, who built his 
house upon the rock (v. 24). About the: middle of 
the last century, Dr. Chalmers went to Glasgow and 
delivered a series of lectures on ‘‘ Business Morality,” 
in the course of which he strongly condemned a sys- 
tem common at that time in Glasgow of having two 
prices for their goods (that is, an article might be 
ticketed 75. 6d., but by bargaining for it a purchaser 
might get it for 6s.). William Campbell, an assist- 
ant in a draper’s shop in Glasgow, was much im- 
pressed by this, and urged his master to put a notice 
in the window announcing, ‘‘ No second prices in this 
establishment.” ‘The master, however, ridiculed 
this idea, and said that business conducted on that 
foundation would be a failure. As William Campbell 
continued to urge him, he said: ‘I say, finally, that 
I will not start such a business, but if you wish to do 
so, I will lend you £500 to make Dn poner wal 
Campbell accepted the offer, and we the suppliers 
in England, from whom he obtained several hundred 
pounds credit, and opened his shop on the new system 
with his brother James Campbell (father of Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman, the present Premier of Eng- 
land) as partner. The business was a success from 
the beginning. When the disruption of the Church 
of Scotland was brought about, Dr. Chalmers me | 
at the head of the movement, William Campbel 
assisted the Free Church people with a check for 
£10,000.. This business, founded upon the rock of 
Christian honesty, has stood the tests of time and 
opposition, and now has agents all over the world.— 
Mrs. Cara S. Park, Prospect, N. Y. From Mon- 


‘txeal Witness. The prize for this week is awarded 


to this incident. 


Where the Defect Was 


And every one thal heareth these words of mine, 
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, who built his house upon the sand (v. 26). A 
solid brick school-building had been in use but a few 
months when there appeared a fissure in the wall of 
the building. This was observed by the writer and 
many others passing by. The break in the wall soon 
extended from top to bottom, and one half the build- 
ing seemed to be in imminent danger of collapse. 
The other half of the building was as solid as when 
built. The weakened half of the building was torn 
down, and the defect was found not in the workman- 
ship of brick-layers or stone-setters, but in the fact 
that the good part of the building had its foundation 
upon solid rock, and the other half upon a qoncrete 
base laid upon hardpan. An extreme dip im the reqk 
meant much digging on the one side te negeh, the 
rock, and so the one side was placedeon. the, hard 
The effect of this folly was visible whem the hui 
began to settle to that side, and one pant gull: amey, 
from the other. There are those who Seern, 
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the idea of a sand foundation, yet think hardpan 
will do, but hardpan will never support a massive 
ee Some try to build partly upon the ‘ rock 
that is higher than I,” but are content with a partial 
disobedience, so that the whole structure is marred. 
It will never pay to build one side upon the rock of 
confession of faith in Christ, and the other side of 
life upon mere outer display of obedience to his will. 
—The Rev. Curtis R. Stevenson, Vandergrift, Pa, 


A Cliff-side Contrast 

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and smote upon that house ; and it 
fell (v. 27). We were standing one morning upon 
the cliff of a village on the English seacoast. It was 
a ong of calm and sunshine after a furious storm had 
subsided, and.again the waves lapped the beach in 
a dull, musical monotone. To the right was a lordly 
castle, standing majestically on its granite founda- 
tion, uninju by the tempest, its turrets glistening 
in the sunlight, peomiagy the fresher for the storm 
that had Dy ype A little way to the left, the coast- 
line of d rock gave place to a stratum of sandy 
loam, upon which had been erected a row of stone cot- 
tages in an earlier day when danger from rising 
waters seemed remote. But now the flood that rose 
with violence, and the winds that blew with fury and 
beat upon rock and sand alike, had undermined and 
carried away their foundation of sand, leaving only 
the complete wreckage of houses and furniture, the 
dwellers losing their homes and barely escaping with 
their lives. isiting the same spot after fifteen 

ears, there stood as of old the massive castle upon 
its rocks of the ages, defying the wrath of wind and 
wave, while of the houses that were built upon the 
foundation of sand not a vestige remained.— Zhe 
Rev. T. H. E. Richards, Delhi, N. Y. 


% 
Faith is founded on facts. 
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The Lesson in Everyday Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


EWARE of false prophets (v. 15). Just on the 
edge of the beautiful suburbs in which I live isa 
wild spot where in my rambles I often encoun- 

ter a little ‘‘cotton-tail” rabbit. There are houses 
within three hundred feet, and dogs and boys galore 
are forever scudding through the glen. And yet this 
tiny, gentle. timid ‘little creature has managed to 
survive all these dangers, and come toa well-devel- 
oped maturity, if not to a fine old age. How in the 
world has he done it? Not without having encoun- 
tered dangers, I assure you, for many a time I have 
seen him sagged through the underbrush with dogs 
and boys in full cry behind him. He has survived 
by eternal vigilance, by keeping his boy ear lifted, 
and his dog nose open, and his hawk eye peeled. In 
other words, he has obeyed the Scripture and ‘ be- 
wared.” As I have watched him, I have pitied his 
incessant exposure to danger. And yet, when I have 
stopped to think, I have realized that I, too, am a 
hunted animai. No wild creature in the woods has 
to beware of his foes more constantly than you and 
I in our city streets. We do not think of it (and 
neither does he), but all the same we are forever 
dodging mad dcgs, runaway horses, trolley cars, fire 
engines, sewer gas, microbes, typhoid fever gern:s, 
bad boys, worse men, and Satan himself! And 
how many of themare in ‘‘sheep’s clothing!” The 
city authorities compel people ae the-streets 
to set red lanterns at danger points. But the trouble 
with life is that danger disguises itself as safety, so 
that there is no more significant word in the vocabu- 
lary than this—‘' beware.” 

A good tree cannot bring forth evil P psn 
-netther can acorrupt tree bring forth good fruit 
(v. 18). They ‘‘cannot.” ‘Thisis a very unwelcome 
truth, and multitudes of people deny it. No matter 
how impure an artist may be, he believes himself 
able to write a ‘‘ good” poem, or to carve a ‘ “4 
statue, or to paint a ‘ ory "picture. But can he ? 
They may be “beautiful,” but are they ‘‘ good”? 
What are they in their real essence? hat is the 
nature of their actual influence? . How often this 
discovery lies beyond our ken.!. but for one, I believe 
with my whole soul that a vile heart diffuses its taint 
through the most attractive and admirable deeds of a 
bad man’s life. I think. it imparts an ineradicable 
taint. You may not be able to discover it, for it does 
not dwell there visibly, like a tarantula in a bunch of 
bananas. You may not be able to analyze it as a 
chemist can a glass of water, and find a typhoid 
fever germ. The evil element mayescape the eye of 
the critic, but it does not miss the soul of the be- 
holder, - No, :we cannot ‘be bad and do good. The 
i lity is complete.» 2:.: i>. 
rom me, ye that work iniguity (v. 23). 
rce in the universe is more constant, more 











ee ey hepa more irreversible; than ‘‘ moral repul- 
sida." Séparation is a spiritual necessity. ‘‘ Depart,” 


is tte. oryef the outraged moral nature of either God 
Terrible as is this repulsion, it is the sole 


or man. 
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‘safeguard of the ethical system. To destroy this an- 


tagonism between good and evil would be to con- 
found the spiritual universe. And the marvel of 
marvels is this,—that it is the same force which at- 
tracts the good that repels the evil. 

Who built his house upon the rock (v. 24). The 
supreme value in human effort is—what? Beauty 
or permanence? Compare a display of fireworks 
with the art treasures in the Vatican! Of which 
would you rather be the architect, an ice palace in 
Montreal or St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome? The 
evanescent is not without value, of course. _The 
“White City” of the World’s Fair in Chicago has 
vanished like ‘‘ the unsubstantial fabric of a dream,” 
and yet, while it stood, its value was incalculable. 
But give us rather the imperishable ‘steel frames or 
concrete walls of the great buildings down town. 
Give us morals rather than manners, characters in 
preference to customs. ‘The former are the pyramids 
we the sphinx ; the latter the drifting sands of the 

esert. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, 
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The Lesson in Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 
A Lesson of Contrasts 


1. Two Teachers : 

(1.) Beware of false prophets (15). 
Many shall come... lead many astray (Matt. 24: 4, 5) 
Wolves, ... not sparing the flock (Acts 20 : 29, 30). 


(2.) These words of mine (24). 

Wondered at the words of grace (Luke 4 : 22). 
Words that I have spoken... « life (John 6 : 63). 
2. Two Characters : 

(1.) Good tree... good fruit (16-20). 

Good man... bringeth forth. . . good (Luke 6 : 45). 
The fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5 : 22, 23). 

(2.) Corrupt tree... evil fruit (16-20). 

‘The works of the flesh . .-. manifest (Gal. 5 : 19-21), 
Doeth not righteousness. . . not of God (1 John 3 : 10), 
3- Two Workers: . 

(1.) Saith... Lord, Lord... prophesy (21-23). 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things (Luke 6 : 46}. 

Not the hearers... . are just (Rom. 2 : 13). 

(2.) He that doeth the will (at). 

_ Blessed are ye if ye do (John 13 : 17). 
Be ye doers of tBe word (Jas, 1 ; 22), 
4- Two Hearers: 

(1.) Heareth these words... and doeth (24). 
Abide in my word... truly my disciples (John 8 : gr). 
Not a hearer... but a doer (Jas. 1 : 25). 

(2.) Heareth these words... doeth them not (26). 
Hear thy words, but... do them not (Ezek. 33 : 31, 32). 
Goeth away and... forgetteth (Jas. 1 : 23, - 

5. Two Foundations : 

(1.) Built his house upon the rock (24). 

In Zion for a foundation a stone (Isa. 28 : 16). 
Christ Jesus ... the chief corner stone (Eph. 2 3 20), 

(2.) Built his house upon the sand (26). 

Hath he not root in himself (Matt. 13 : a1). 
Goodness is as a morning cloud (Hos. 6: 4). 
6. Two Destinies . ’ 

(1.) Floods came... it fell not (25). 

Endureth to the end. . . saved ( Matt. ro: 22). 
Proof. . . more precious than gold (1 Pet. 1 : 6, 7). 

(2.) Floods came... and it fell (27). 

The day cometh... as a furnace { Mal. 4: 1). 
Where shall the ungodly .. . appear (r Pet. 4: 18). 


Everything in the life that does not produce good 
ts potent for evil. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
After the Lesson Study 


N MANY of the current lessons the superintendent 
will find good opportunities for object-teaching 
in his brief review.’ Objects can often make 

a better speech than he can, and their messagé goes 
by the surest gateway—the eye-gate—into the recep- 
tive mind. 

Use two objects to-day, a good-sized flat stone and 
a pile of sand. Keep them out of sight until the 
moment of their use, The sand can be kept in a box 
ready to pour out. 

** While ae have been busy in the classes to-day I 
have been looking about the room, trying to make up 
my mind just who of you were making up your 
minds to do something better to-morrow in little 
things and big than ever before on any Monday— 
and to begin right now. You have heard God's 
truth to-day. That is only a beginning. What you 
do about it is the great question. | 

‘*Those who hear Jesus’ teachings and do what he 
teaches are like a man who builds his house upon a 
—? Yes. «(Place the flat stone on the desk.) And 
those who hear, and do nothing more, are like those 
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‘who build on —? Yes. (Pour a pile of sand on the 


desk.) The doers of Jesus’ word may be as sure of 


‘his approval as my hand is sure of a solid resting- 


place on the rock (place your hand on it). And those. 
who hear us’ teachings, and do nothing about 

what they , may be as sure of Jesus’ disapproval 

as I am of the fact that my hand will not be upheld 

by. this (pressing the fingers into the sand). The 

man who expects to find a solid foundation on a 

sand-pile is a foolish man. Any one of us who hears 

God's truth day after day, and who doesn’t do any- 

thing about it, is every bit as foolish. 


HEARINGS DOING=S7iNoIne rir 














Let me: put two ‘sums.’ or examples on the board. 


First,— Hearing. minus doing=A fall. . Second,— 
Hearing plus doing=Standing firm. You and I are 
to decide whether we shall have-plus or minus just 
there. Which shall it be?” ~ ; 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Too many make the mistake of thinking that 


* 


pomenbins an opinion is the same as obeying @ 
command, 
al 


The Superintendent’s Lantern 


For pictorial illustration of a portion of this lesson, The 
Sunday School Times Lesson Picture may be: used upon a 
slide. It is entitled ‘‘ A House in Syria Built upon a Rock.” 
The lesson is scarcely adaptable to other illustration, as it is 
chasen from a discourse. 
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Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


** How firm a foundation.”’ 
“Christ is made the sure founda- 
tion.”’ 
*Go, labor on; spend, and be 
nt."* 


Psalm 95 : 1-3. 
(131 : 1-3. 
Psalm 1 : 1-6. 
(1:1-3. 2: 1-3.) 
Psalm 119 : 1-6, 
(172: 1-3. 242: 1-3.) 
Psalm 11 : 1-7, 


190 : 1-3.) 


“Work, for the night is coming.” 
** Now I resolve with all my heart.”’ 
* Christ is our cornerstone.’’. 


“ Founded on thee, ouronly Lord.” (i2:1-7. 17: 1-7:) 
“Lead us, heavenly Father, lead Psalm 61 : 1-4. 
us."” (244: 1-3. 120: 1-3.) 


‘<0 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Matt. 7215-43} . « « « The two foundations 


‘Tuesday.— Matt. Z 224-29) ° 

Wednesday.—Luke 6 : 39-45. . ...--- Known by fruit 

Thursday.—Luke 13 : 24-30 . . .. .. . . Outside the door 

Friday.—Jas. 1 222-87... os. 0 oe 0 Hearers and doers 

Saturday.—Eph. 2: 13-22 ....5....-.-. Safe building 

Sunday.—1 Cor. 3:9-17. ....+2-. The only foundation 
‘te 


The Perkins Home Letters 


Mrs. Perkins finds an illustration of 
Christ's teachings right on the farm. 


DEar JIM: 


I wonder if there’ll be many church members 
who don’t get to heaven! That may be a queer 
way to begin a letter, but it’s just been crowdin 
nearly everything else out of my mind since I re 
over next Sunday’s lesson. Jesus as much as said 
that a good many people who claimed to be his fol- 
lowers hadn’t really passed the true test. Now that 
might disturb some folks, and make them lose sleep, 
for a good many seem to set most store by having 
joined the church,—maybe years ago. Jesus really 
declares that he looks for real changes when people 
come over to him as followers ; for ‘‘ by their fruits 
yé shall know them.” 

Jesus certainly taught mighty plaintruths. Maybe 
you remember that old apple-tree in the lower cor- 
ner of the pasture lot. very spring that tree is 
just full of blossoms, and it looks as if it would 
give more apples than any other three trees on the 
place ; but dear me, we’ve never had a half bushel 
of apples off that tree in a season. It’s always full 
of promise when it’s time to blossom out, but it 
always falls short of living up to its profession. Your 
pa and I haven't any interest in that tree ; it’s a 
sham. 

Jesus plainly says that folks who are sham Chris- 
tians can’t pass along with the real ones at the last 
day. Maybe this lesson will set more of us to taking 
account of stock to see whether we're real or sham. 

Now some preachers would leave us right there, 
and we'd get discouraged if we really discovered that 
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LESSON FOR APRIL I (Matt. 7: 15-29) 


we were only imitation Christians. But 
Jesus just goes on and makes it all so 
clear that whatever we’ve been in the 
past, there’s a chance to be better from 
now on. For he surely invites us to 
build our houses —that is, our lives—on 
foundations, where no storm or 
ood can wash them away. That has 
a comfortable sound to me, for in my 
old days it’s a — thing to know that 
when I laid my foundation I took Christ 
for the corner-stone. I’d hate to have 
to start all over now. 

I said to your pa that Jesus only 
pointed out two kinds of men, the wise 
and the foolish; and last night, when 
the work was done and the logs in the 
fireplace were crackling and ake out 
the!r splendid warmth, your pa and I had 
a real old-time talk. He owned he hadn’t 

ut Christ into his life as he should, but 
ie said he didn’t believe he was any 
worse than a good many professing 
Christians. Then I pointed out that 
Christ never promised heaven to pro- 
fessing Christians, but only to those 
whose “fruits” ved their claims; and 
I told him to sure and remember 
that he wasn’t to be examined on another 
man’s record, but on his own. And 
then I told him how the Scripture said 
that ‘* Other foundation can no man lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.” And, Jim, we left it there. 

Let’s keep right on studying the les- 
sons. They're doing more for us than 
we cabetel: 

Your loving, 
Ma. 
& 


Where the will of God is dominant 
the words of God become our deeds. 
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Yet Another Day 
A Prayer for Every Day of the Year 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A.. 
of England 
March 26 to April s 


Mon.—O God, may all my moments and 
all my days be lived to thy glory! May this 
be the brightest of the days,—the one most 
abundant in spiritual fruit! Let the fruit of the 
light be in all goodness, 

TuEs.—My Father, if I am beginning this 
day with any unclean purpose in my heart, 
take it entirely away! If I am meditating any 
injurious — against my fellow, may it be 
now removed 

WED.—I would this morning remember any 
who are often forgotten! I pray for all the 
vagrants who wander about the country. I 

ray for the 
May they all find their rest in thee! 

THURS.—My Father, I would remember my 
rulers in thy presence. May the burden of 
sovereignty eased L thy grace! May the 
Legislature be illumined by the spirit of counsel 
and of might! May all our laws be the ex- 
pression of thy mind |! 

al | loving Lord, I pray thee to save 
me from all unworthy fears! May my service 
be kept from the ravages of unbelief! Save 


me from the destruction wrought by fretfulness | 


and care. Help me to rest in thee. 


SaTt.—My God, help me to know the sin 
that most easily besets me. MayI not be taken 
off my guard! May my eyes be open. MaylI 
see the tempter even a long way off! MaylI be 
ready armed, strong in thy grace! 


SuN.—My Father, take charge of my desires. 
Incline them into thy will. May they instinct- 
ively bend in homage to thy choice! May they 
never rear themselves in haughty antagonism 
to thee ! 





GRADED HELPS 











For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


- 

AM erin Preview of the Quarter. 

. Explain that Matthew, Mark, Luke 

and John, all told the life of Jesus. 

As the quarter’s lessons, except the 

temperance lesson, deal with the para- 

bles, miracles, and teachings of Jesus, 

the general topic to be kept at the top of 
the Geshboanl may be: 


ONDERFUL 
ORDS AND OF 
ORKS 


The Golden Text of the quarter em- 
phasizes the same thought, ‘* Never 
man spake like this man.” 

The general location is Galilee 
(mostly near the sea). 

The old song, ‘‘ Wonderful words of 
life,” will be helpful as the quarter's 
song, as some part of it applies to 
almost every lesson. 


% 


To-day’s Lesson Material: Closing 
Words of the Sermon on the Mount. 


Lesson Aim: Be Ye Doers of the Word. 
INTRODUCTION. 


(Show a Bible.) Whose words aré 
found inthis book? That is why people 
call it God’s Word, or the Word of God, 
because God told different men what to 
write. Because it is the best book in 
the world, and teaches the best things, 
we call it the Holy Bible. (Sketch an 
outline, and write the words.) Welearn 
our Golden Texts and other verses be- 
cause they teach us how to live. Of all 
the words in the Bible, those of goons 
are the most wonderful and helpful. 
We find them in these four Gospels, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

Some people think that the words 
which Jesus spoke during the Sermon on 
the Mount are the best of all, but it is 
hard tod choose. We have learned some 

arts of it,—the Lord’s Prayer, the 
lesseds, and the Golden Rule. But 

















‘there ate many other helpful things in 


that sermon. You remember he spoke 
it on the mountainside to a crowd of 
people who gathered about him. We 
find it in Matthew’s book. After teach- 
ing some wonderful lessons about the 
birds and flowers which they could see 
while listening to him, he talked about 
the trees near by, and that part is in to- 
day’s lesson, Sing: 


**Once on a mountainside, green and fair, 
Flowers were springing, birds were sing- 
ing, 
Jesus our Saviour was teaching there, 
Telling the dear Father’s care.’’ 
(“ Sacred Songs for Little Singers.”’) 


Can you tell anything about the trees 
to which these little branches belong ? 
(Show one that is dead, another budding 
into leaf, and another in blossom, and 
compare their value.) The dead one 
is only fit to burn, the others will give 
shade or fruit, etc. A tree is known by 
its fruit or what it does. These lovely 
blossoms might belong to a tree whose 
fruit would be sour or bitter or wormy. 
If the fruitis good, we know the tree 
is good. Jesus taught that people were 
like that, too. (Read aloud vs. 16 to 
20). 


** My heart is God’s little garden, 
And the fruits I shall bear each day 
Are the things he shall see me doing, 
And the words he shall hear me say.’’ 


In this way Jesus taught that only those 


who do the will of God may enter the | 


- “~ ¥ heaven. (Read v. 21.) 
e had talked a long time, but the 
ponete were so interested that they 
istened to every word. Jesus was 
— that they heard him se gladly, 
ut he was more anxious that they 
should do as he taught, so he closed his 
his sermon by telling about two founda- 
tions. 

He understood about building houses, 
because his father, Joseph, had been a 
carpenter, and I am sure Jesus helped 
him with his work while he lived in 
Nazareth. ° 

Last month I saw a beautiful marble 
monument, which had just been erected 
in memory of some brave soldiers. A 


( Continued on next page; second column) 


sies who have no settled home, " 






Sweetmeats 
Literature 


To the greybeards of America, and to their gentle com- 
panions with silvery hair; to the le of middle age, and 
to those who have passed beyond early youth—to you all 


THE 
SCRAP] — 
BODK | | 


will bring back to yew mind and heart the delight that a piece of 
mother’s pie would bring to your palate—a big, juicy piece that used to 
taste so good, so uns bly good, in the hungry play days of youth. 

The sweetmeats of Literature—old familiar friends, coming back 
to you in THE SCRAP BOOK—poems, anecdotes, tions, 
humorous stories and humorous bits; pathetic stories, too, half- 
forgotten hymns, lost facts, quaint and curious things, absorbing 
incidents, jokes, satires, and stories that once set your youthful 
fancies ablaze and opened up the big world to your vision—all these 
and a thousand things more are in THE SCRAP BOOK. 


It is such a treasure-house of new things, and of old things 
collected from the archives of the century, as has never before been 
gathered together or even dreamed of. 


THE SCRAP BOOK is the hit of the century in magazine making. 
On All News Stands or from the Publisher. 10 Cents a Copy—by the Year $1.00. 


FRANK A. MUNSEY, 175 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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The True Doctrine 


of Prayer 


By LEANDER CHAMBERLAIN 


President of The Evangelical 
Alliance for the United States 


With Foreword by 

The Rev. William R. Huntington, D.D. 
A book of inspiration 

Net, $1.00; by mail, $1.08 





UILDING THE 
HOME LIBRARY 


The first and most important point is 
to select the right books — then buy 
systematically until your library is 
equipped with books.worthy a place in 
your home. Our pamphlet, ‘‘ Building 
the Home Library,’’ treats this sub- 
ject fully and will be sent free for the 








The Baker & Taylor Co., Publishers 
33-37 East Seventeenth Street, New York 
























asking. In addition we will send free 


















OXFORD MAPS 


By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 





for framing, and particulars of several 





Palestine These maps cover all Biblical Ge intveguctery Citere. We. litt 0G 
w vapby, anaes necdpted wether: Special Propositions enabling you to 
estern Asia ity, containing all recent discover- obtain a handsome bookcase in quar- 


Egypt an? Sin ies. The maps of Palestine and of 


tered golden oak or wea 
Western Asia are essential for the po ppt een 


free. Send your name and address on 


» lessons of the year. Special prices 
St. Paul’s to Sabbath-schools for these maps; this blank 
Travels also for the four maps as a set. 





OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Oxford, Ohio. 


Classics, “for a Song ” 


_ Hundreds of the world’s best, at ic. to 18c. Big 
list free; by mail or of Book and News Dealers. 
“ Bargains in Worth While Books;”’ big catalogue 
free. Any book supplied—lowest prvpes anywhere. 
The ideal Cyclopedia, one of the largest and latest 
made, and best for use of any at ar price, at one- 
third the cost of any rival. 64-page Prospectus free, 
Mention The emg kp ‘limes. 
Alden Brothers, Pubs., 406 Bible House, N. Y. 
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Houcston, Mirrius & Co, 
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EGREE COURSES AT HOME. Write President 
Cc. J. Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa. la. 
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Stop Guessing 


Look for the trade mark Keen Kutter, 
&@ name that stands for and identifies 
Scissors and Shears of the highest excel- 
lence—only. 1¢ doesaway withall guess- 
work or risk. It represents like gold, 


value for value the whole world ‘round. 
When you ask for and get 


Scissors and Shears 


you have the best that 86 years’ ex- 


ask the dealer for Keen Kutter. 
Keen Kutter Pocket Knives, for 
men and women are the very best 


e. 
It your Genter dose net peep Kom 4 
‘0018, W! 
wah ieee uae 


Trade Mark Registered, 


SIMMONS HARDWARE COMPANY, 
St, Leule and New York. 








The American 
Standard 
Biktle 


is a Bible which every one 
can understand. It re- 
quires no scholarly know!- 
edge to interpret the 
meaning, and no diction- 
ary to explain obsolete 
words, phrases and expressions. It 
makes everything clear. 


Sor sale by all booksellers and publishers. 


Our Interesting Book, Sent Free—‘T 
Story of the American Standard Bible,” explains 
the need of revision, how it was made, and shows 
and describes the many styles of the American 
Standard Bible. Send name on postal for a copy. 


Thos. Nelson & Sons, Publishers 
37.A East 18th Streat, New York 

















Helps for Teachers 


The Teaching of Bible Classes 
g. F. See. The science and practice of teaching 
loth, 60 cents ; paper, 40 cents 
Studies in the Life of Christ 
Send for sample pages of courses by various 
authors used in Student and City Associations 
The Fight for Character 
Cc. King. Used widely for distribution. 
vloth, 25 cents; paper, ro cents. 
The, Teaching of Jesus and His Apostles 


Bit. \Baeworth. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, so 
‘oemtai ts) 0! 


‘The litternational Committee 
-of Yotin# Men’s Christian Associations 
7 West 29th St., New York. 
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friend told me that a carload of brick 
and cement had been placed under 
ground to make a strong foundation for 
the heavy stone statue to stand upon. 
Soin house-building, great care is taken 
to make a firm foundation. Thisis what 
esus said about it. (Read vs. 24-27.) 
f possible, introduce as a solo the old 
song: 
**O, if my house is built upon a rock, 
I know it will stand forever. 
The floods may come, and fhe rolling 
thunder’s shock 
May beat upon my house that is built upon 
a rock, 
And it never will fall, never will fall, 
Never, never, never,’’ etc, 


Or sing: 


**On Christ the solid rock I stand ; 
All other ground is sinking sand.’’ 


Would you rather be like the wise or 
the foolish man? The wise will not only 
hear but do what God’s Word says. We 
often sing in church : 


** How firm a foundation, ye saints of the 


Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word.”’ 


Our Golden Text teaches, ‘* Be Ye 
Doers of the Word, and not hearers 
only.” (Write the first clause in the 
blackboard outline.) No wonder the peo- 
| were astonished because of this won- 

erful sermon of Jesus, for he had made 
everything so plain to them. 








* Our sorig, “ Little Builders ” (found in 
‘*Special Songs and Services,” by Mrs. 


‘| Kennedy), teaches the lesson which 


Jesus taught: 


** Let us build upon the Rock, 
Firm amidst the tempest’s shock, 
Jesus is the rock secure ; 

Fixed on him, our hope is sure. 
Though the driving torrents fall, 
Wind to wind in terror call, 

On the solid Rock are we, 

Safe to all eternity.’’—CHorus, 


Childhood is the best time for build- 
ing a good foundation for the rest of our 
lives. May we pray each day: 


** Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good. 
In all our work and all our play, 
To grow more like thee every day.”’ 


Peoria, IL, 


al 


The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


EAD again thoughtfully the whole 
of the Sermon on the Mount. Note 
that it is not addressed to persons 

openly abandoned to evil lives, but to 
those who profess to be in some degree 
interested in the new society of which 
our Lord was teaching—the kingdom 
of heaven. Its chief contrasts are be- 
tween those who wanted to get into the 
kingdom and were likely to fail, and 
those who wanted to get in and would 
succeed. Your pupils probably are in 
both these classes. You need not refer 
in this lesson to those who deliberately 
rejected Christ’s invitation to enter his 
society, who see nothing worth seeking 
for in the Sunday-school. By coming 
close to him in spirit, try to put yourself 
in his attitude toward those on whom 
he had compassion, who were stumbling 
over obstacles or led by false guides into 
by-paths in their feeling more or less 
blindly after the way to true success 
in life. Read Matthew 9: 36-38. This 
lesson might be entitled, The difficul- 
ties in finding and following the way 
into the kingdom of heaven. Begin 
with verse 13. Then you will have in 





natural succession these connected | 
themes: 

The Narrow Way into the Kingdom 
(vs. 13,14). Ask why the way is narrow 
and hard to find. Jesus taught much in 

ictures, He made men see as well as 
Soor what he was saying. Standing in 
the valley below Nazareth one sees the 
narrow streets winding up the hillside 
where those who know the place find 
safe and happy homes. Broad roads 
in the other directions lead into fhe up- 
lands where a stranger might easily lose 
his way. Noone goes by chance into the 
kingdom of heaven. He must study 
the situation, know where he wants to 
Bo. choose his path wisely, and devote 

is energies to reach the goal. Many 
miss it who seek for it without making 
it the supreme object (Luke 13 : 24). No 
one misses it who puts it first (Matt. 6: 
33). It is a daily and a life task: 


** Heaven is not reached at a single bound ; 
But we build the ladder by which we rise 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 
And we mount to its summit, round by 

round,’”’ 


The Test of False Guides (vs. 15-20). 
They are many, and appear in every 
generation — 24:4, 5) Sometimes 
they are self-deceived. Sometimes they 
are wilful frauds, seeking to get money, 
power, the worship of men. Some claim 
to work wonders of healing to the sick. 
They use Bible language, profess to be 
disciples of Christ, or even Christ him- 
self. It is not strange that they de- 
ceive many. He said they would (Matt. 
24: 24). They may do good deeds, do 
them on purpose to deceive (7 : 22). One 
must put his brains to work to keep from 
wrecking his life by following false lead- 
ers. Howcan he know them ? (v. 16.) 
It takes time for a tree to bring forth 
ripe fruit. Don’t judge by its blossoms. 

ait till they have had time to develop. 
Live by the Holy Spirit and you will 
know His fruits in others (Gal. 5 : 22, 23). 

The Test of False Disciples Who Claim 
to Be in the Kingdom (vs. 21-23). They 
wear the garb (v.15), and use the lan- 
guage (v. 21), and do the works (v. 22) 
of disciples. .Some of them are conspicu- 
ously devout (Luke 20 : 45-47). How 
can they be detected? The true dis- 
ciple will be taught of the Holy Spirit to 
discern the false. The Father who is in 
heaven knows who belong there, and 
those who do his will know others who 
do it. So Christ discerned the true from 
the false (John 10: 14, 15). 

The Final Test of Those Who Have 
Sought the Kingdom (vs. 24-27). Those 
belong in it who have made it their 
supreme purpose to be found there. 
Those have missed it who have not cared 
enough about it to take forethought to 
secure it at whatever cost (Matt. 13 : 44- 
46). Along the hillsides at Nazareth 
are deep gullies worn by spring rains. 
It would be folly to build a house on 
the loose earth beside them, though it 
appears safe enoughin summer. Those 


( Continued on next page, second column) 








An Editor 


Explains How to Keep Up Mental and 
Physical Vigor 

A New Jersey editor writes : 

‘‘A long indulgence in improper food 
brought on a condition of nervous 
dyspepsia, nearly three years ago, so 
severe that I had to quit work entirely. 
I put myself on a strict regimen of 
Grape-Nuts food, with plenty of out- 
door exercise and in a few months found 
my stomach so far restored that the 

rocess of digestion gave me pleasure 
instead of distress. 

**It also built up my strength so that 
I was able to resume my business, which 
is onerous, as I not only edit my own 
paper but also do a great deal of ‘ out- 
side’ writing. 

‘‘T find that the Grape-Nuts diet en- 
ables me to write with greater vigor than 
ever before, and without the feeling 
of brain-fag with which I used to be 
troubled. As to bodily vigor—I can and 
do walk miles every day without fatigue 
—a few squares used to weary me before 
I began to live on Grape-Nuts! Name 
given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

There's a reason. Read the little 


MARCH 17, 1906 


and are receiving more fa- 
vorable comments to-day from an 
artistic standpoint than all other makes combined. 





WE CHALLENGE | 


COMPARISONS 


By our easy payment plan every family in mod- 
erate circumstances can own a VOSE piano. 
We allow a liberal price for old instruments in 
exchange, and deliver the piano in your house 
free of expense. You can desl with us at a 
distant point the same asin Boston. Catalogue, 
books, etc., giving full in- 
formation mailed free. 


Vose & Sons Piano Co., 











Wurlitzer 
FINGERBOARD 


Post- 
, handso: 
feal text-book, with prices F 
on every known instrument 
if you state article wanted. Write 
, The Rudolph Wurlitzer 


brated “* 
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decide on the new hymn book for your Church or 
Sunday-school until you have seen 


By ay famous composers 
DOANE, KIRKPATRICK, and MAIN 
256 pages, cloth, $25 per 100; 30c. each by mail 
A returnable copy. for examination will be mailed 
upon request. Published by the publishers 
of the farnous ** Gospel Hymns.’’ 
The Biglow & Main Co., New York or Chicago 


Songs By J. Wilbur Chapman 
oe 


“- 





Superior music through- 
out. You need it in your 
work. 


"The King’s Business ” 
and“ The Glory Song” 


Sample copy, 20 cents. 


Praise 
No. 2 | s.rapuncureas,. 
A FREE HYMN BOOK 


A free sample copy of WORLD-WIDE HOSANNAS 
(the wonderful successor to ‘‘ Uplifted Voices ’’), b 
Adam Geibel and R. Frank Lehman, will be malied 
to any Superintendent whose Sunday-school wili posi- 
tively buy new hymn 
cause we believe it will be chosen above all others, as 
it usually is. Price, cents single copy ; $25 
per be . é we special 
ans 0 the S. S. treasury 
Geibel i's treet, Phila., Pa. 


“ rhe Pilgrim's Progress Puzzle. A dainty Easter 
r 








ment wibawt touches 
man, 1226 Arch 





gi t. Price cut to roc, Order any number. e 

eight on one gross. Mailing and postage on one dozen 
or less, 6c. extra each puzzle. Teacher's sample, 18c. 
J. Bigham, Mgr., 360 Carolina St., Pittsburg, Pa. 


1S CENTS will. bring you, every week for 13 weeks, 
the Pathfinder, the old reliable national news review 
for busy people. Clean, healthy, inspiring—a time and 
money-saver. Samples free. PATHFINDER, Wash., D.C. 

















book, ** The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 


Encourage 
your teachers 


with the message contained in the 
little folder entitled ««A Word at 
the Start,’’ by Philip E. Howard. 
Used in many Sunday-schools as 
a greeting from the superintendent 
to each teacher. 

6 pages » 75 conts a hundred. 


The Sunday School Times Com 
1031 Walnut St Philadciphia Pa. 
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Self-Instructor, lar 
5c, post for toe State Bind 
me, mus- 


Go. 3168. 4th St, Gincinnati, O 
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books within three months, be- - 
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LESSON FOR APRIL I (Matt. 7: 15-29) 


A PALE-FACED GIRL 
wants more red in her blood. 
If subject to dizziness, faint- 
ing and shortness of breath 
on slight exertion, no doubt 
remains. Your doctor will 
confirm this. Her food is 
not nourishing her; she needs 
a change. The best change 
and the best nourishment she 
can get is Scott’s Emulsion. 


Her food soon has the upper 
hand; her blood is enriched; 


her color returns. Wenever 


yet heard of a pale-faced girl 
who didn’t get new strength, 
new vigor and new color from 
Scott’s Emulsion. 

SCOTT & BOWNE, 4oy Pearl Street, New York. 








When your friend the puzzled 
teacher begins to complain about 
the “bad boy” or the inatten- 
tive girl, or the man-who-stays- 
at-home, or the woman-who- 
can’t-come, just put a copy of 
The Sunday School Times into 
that teacher’s hands, and a word 
of good advice into that troubled 
mind. 

In.a single issue of the Times 
there .may be an article .or a . 
paragraph or a little hint that 
will start your friend on the road» 
to strong, untroubled service in 
the work of teaching. Hasn’t 
that been your own experience 
with this paper? 

In this very issue there is the 
beginning of new possibilities 
for the earnest Sunday-school 
teacher. Professor Brumbaugh’s 
series on “‘ How Jesus Taught” 
can be made a powerful factor 
in the improvement of Sunday- 
school teaching in schools where 
your friends and neighbors are 
at work. 

Will you see to it that others 
have, the privilege of knowing 
about this series,—this paper? 
Free specimen copies of any one 
issue will be sent at your re- 
quest. , 

The club-organizer in your 
school will welcome additions to 
the club at any time. 

You are entitled to libera. 
rewards if you will start clubs in 
other schools, where none now 
exist. A postal-card request will 
bring -you full particulars. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
103r Walnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





(Continued from preceding page) 
Nazareth houses are fixed firmly on the 
limestone rock beneath the soil, and 
their builders take care to make them 
secure against wind and storm and flood. 
Thus do the builders of their own char- 
acters, while those who go down in ruin, 
sometimes after rearing a costly struc- 
ture with much labor, fail, not merely 
because they chose the wrong place to 
build, but because they built without 
first planning surely against final loss, 


Suggestive Questions 


(Use the Scripture quotations only as 
a guide to the answers you draw out 
from your pupils in their own words. ) 

The Entrancé into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. What is the kingdom of 
heaven? (Matt. 6: 10; Rom. 14:17; 1 
Cor. 6: 9). How much righteousness 
must one have to enter into it? (Matt. 
5: 20) What is the righteousness that 
is greater than that of the scribes and 
Pharisees ? Howcan one enter into the 
kingdom? (Matt. 18: 4; 19: 14. John 


3 5). 

‘ Poise Claimants for Membership in the 
Kingdom. Who seek in vain to enter 
it? (Matt. 7: 22). Why do they seek in 
vain ? (James I ; 22-24). Is there danger 
that we ourselves fail of being in the 
kingdom ? (2 a 8, 9). How can we 
detect false claimants? (r John 4: 1). 
How can we know who those are in 
whom the Holy Spirit abides ? (1 John 4: 
2, 3). 

The Survival of the Fittest. Who are 
certainly in the kingdom of heaven? 
(Matt. 7: 21). Howcan we be sure what 
the will of God is? (John,7: 17). Why 
cannot any person or church put out of 
the kingdom those who are in it ? (Luke 
17: 21). Why cannot any person or 
church put into the kingdom those who 
do not belong there? (Matt. 22: 11-14). 
How much is membership in the king- 
dom worth? (Matt. 13: 44-46). What 
goes with it to those who secure it? 
(Matt. 6: 33). 

Boston, 


ae al 


The Senior Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


The Royal Law of Love 


I, Tue GeneRaL PREPARATION (Matt. 7). 
[For each member of the Bible class.} 

In the earlier portion of the Sermon on 
the Mount our Lord declared the royal 
law of love. In this last chapter are 
found several applications of this law. 
We are told how to use its standards, 
First of all, not for censoriousness (Matt, 
7: 1-5), but for self-correction. The true 
disciple of Christ is not forever setting 
himself up as a standard by which to 
approve or disapprove other men. He 
has no business to ‘be even thinking 
along such lines. The more constantly 
he indulges his mind in this inexpen- 
sive luxury he grows less and less like 
his Master. He should rather be think- 
ing of his own shortcomings and be 
planning a stronger, nobler life. 

Again, the reformation that takes 
lace must be from within. It is by the 
tuitage of a tree that its value is mani- 

fested, not by its size or bark or foliage, 
or any outward quality. If it cannot 
show some natural kind of valued pro- 
ductiveness, men have no use for it. It 
stands outside of the range of values, 
So men must be estimated by their 
inward qualities and by what they 
achieve. 

Again, it is deeds rather than words 
which are demanded as a test. Nota 
mere calling on God, but an obedience 
to his will, is the real essential. Many 
who have made a great noise during 
their earthly career, and posed as active 
Christians, will be found wanting in the 
day of decision. 

he closing argument of this version 
of the instruction of those memorable 
days is contained in an effective com- 
parison. The doer of the commands of 
Christ is like a wise man who built his 
house on a rock, safe from the harm of 
torrents or troubles of any kind. What- 
ever happened, he was safe. The man 
who is contented to hear but neglects to 
obéy is like a man who, seeing .a shel- 

( Continued on next page, third column) 
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“Especially the 


BUFFALO LITHIA 
WATER visiaia.” 


For Bright’s Disease, Albuminuria, Renal Cal- 
culi, Gout, Rheumatism and All Diseases 
Dependent Upon a Uric Acid Diathesis. 


Samuel O. L. Potter, A, M., M. D., M.R. Cc. P., London, Pro ‘essor of 
the Principles and Practice of Medicine and Clinical Medicine in the College Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons of San Francisco, Cal., in his ‘‘Hand-Book of Materia Medica, 
Bright's y bcm nine in thecitation of remedies under the head yr a a 
8 says: ‘‘Min- irginia, 
= waters, especially the BUFFALO LITHIA WAT ER ae Bang any 
vocates.’ er 66 ighly rec- 
“Albuminuria,” he says: BUFFALO LITHIA WATER ommended.’ 
“George Halsted Boyland, A. M.,M. D., 0/ Paris, Doctor of Medicine, of 
the Focuty of Paris, int New York Medical Journal, August 22, 1896, says: 
Bene is 2 baer gered absolutely specific in: all forms of a .% 
s whether pring No. 2. 
acute or Trdnic as BUEFALO LITHIA g accompanied by 
a milk diet. In all cases where albumin is found, if this water and a milk diet 
are prescribed, the albumin disappears rapidly and the patient has a positive 
guarantee against puerperal convulsions." 


T. Griswold Comstock, A. M., M. D., 0/ St. Louis, Mo., says: ‘‘I have 
often LITHIA in Gouty and Rheumatic condi- 
scribed tions and in Renal Calculi, ac- 
companied by Renal Colic, and always with the most satisfactory results. In 
Renal Calculi, where there is an excess of Uric Acid, it is especially efficacious."’ 


Medical testimony which defies all imputation or question mailed to any address. 
7 is for sale by d i 
BUFFALO LITHIA WATER end grocers genctally. 
Hotel Opens June 15th 
PROPRIETOR BUFFALO LITHIASPRING S,VIRCINIA 








 rrrmememmman raceme meena 
Deaf Persons Hear 


\ : The Sermon By means of the 
kK ACOUSTICON 


MAY BE USED AT CHURCH ee OWareeeren FrASTORS 
OR IN THE HOME. 


























OXFORD BIBL 


The solved ! i 
Protea peblchen -Bcteed Beene ible eee 
BLACK-FACED TYPE. 


Text, Reference, Concordance. This is the ideal edition to carry about. 
‘ For sale by all booksellers. Si jor circular. 7 











Oxford University Press (American Branch), 91 and 93 sth Ave., New York 











The Travel Lessons 


On the Life of Jesus 


By Rev. William Byron Forbush, Ph.D. 
Author of “The Boy Problem” and “‘ The Boys’ 
Life of Jesus.” 

The Sunday School Times: “Dr. Forbush is 
proving.in his Sunday-school that it is possible to 
get a class of twenty-five healthy, restless boys as 
much interested in studying the life of Christ as 

they are in football scores.” 
ie pian of these lessons is to teach Jesus’ life 
while the students are in the very atmosphere of 
the places where His life was spent. 
ev. Alfred H. Barr: “ You have certainly 
zed a new pathway in your Lessons.” 
W.G. Ballentine, LL.D.: “Dr. Forbush’s idea 
is an inspiration of genius.” 
Accompany International Lessons for 1906, 
or used independently. These Lessons have been 
thoroughly revised for a new edition. 
Send a postal card at once for Dr. Forbush’s 
Free Descriptive Pamphlet. 


UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 
Bibie Study Dept. 3 and 5 W. i9th St., N.Y. 


THE, GENUI, MENEELY BELLS Sristetie 


Lhe most perfect dghest class bells in the world. L by ° vr oT Ur WRT. - 
Meneely & Co.. W.terviiet. West ‘Troy P. O.. N.Y. | WRITE TO CINCINNATI BELL FOUNDRY. CO, CUNCIABSTI. 0. 


SOS tas WT 






Illuminate the lesson 
story with a picture 


The Sunday School Times Lesson 
Pictures for thé’second quartér are 
ready. Restless eyes will find 
something to look at within the 
class, instead of looking around 
the room. 

On heavy coated paper,—a pic- 
ture for each lesson. 10 cents for 
the quarter’s Set. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Safety, 


\Washing and Cleaning 


It i insures perfect clean- 
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neyings. 


The three years’ travels are outlined 
in Arnold’s Chart of Christ’s Jour- 
It is a combination of clear 
maps with an outline harmony. 





A GUIDE FOR TEACHER AND SCHOLAR 





“ Where and 
place?”’ 
—at a glance. 





It answers at once the 
when did 
Journeys, places, and events 
20 cents, postpaid. 

The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 
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Low Rates to California 
Via Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway 


$33 to San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
other California points every day from Feb- 
ruary 15 to April 7, Tickets good in tourist 
sleepers. Berth rate, $7, Tourist sleepers 
from Union Station, Chicago, daily at 10.25 
P. M. Personally conducted tourist-car 
parties at 10.25 P, M. Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days. Gro, J. LINCOLN, Commercial Agent, 
818 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Land gf Manatee 


described and illustrated, its wonderful 
resources shown, and its strange and 
absorbingly interesting history re- 
counted, in the Seaboard Magazine. 
Sent free on request. J. W. White, 
General industrial Agent, Ports- 
mouth, Virginia. 


Seaboard Air Line Railway 


White Christopher 


# 
CAN EASTER GIFT BOOK 
# 

A charming little story of the snow 
cross on Mount Lafayette, by Annie 
Trumbull Slosson. It helps one to 
remember the true significance of the 
cross, IIlustrated by Alice Barber 
Stephens. 75 cents, postpaid, 

# 
The Sunday School Times Co, 
1035 = St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Make your church an Easter Present ™4 


INDIVIDUAL 


Communion Service 


Many materials, 


Send for flue. 


trated catalogue 

No. 21. Mention 

name of church 

and number of 

communicants. 
EO. ROER. fist. 

258 Schingtea ‘ton, Mass. 

















ERDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Made of several materials in many 
designs. Service sent on trial. Write 
for particulars. Ask for catalogue 
No.2r. George H. ringer, 
Manager, 258 and_260 Washing- 
ton Street, Boston, Mass. 


LANTERN SLIDES 


On the Sunday-School Lessons for 1906 


fully covering the Life of Christ. Also slides of 
Tissot Panes. 











NEW, ieee views of Palestine. 
170 Tlustrated ymns, The Passion Play. 
MANY Missionary Subjects. 
Complete lists sens on Nde atgieee py 


William H. Rau “Siiianta Po 
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tered ravine, cool and inviting, pitches 
his tent in its midst, forgetful of the 
days of storm. When the rains come 
on, with frightful suddenness a torrent 
rushes down the valley, and he and his 
possessions are overwhelmed. He 
alone is responsible for the loss. 


Who other than Jesus would have 


thought of making oneself the standard 
of estimate and ethical appeal! Who 
other than he would have pictured the 
way to righteousness as a narrow but 
straightforward way of struggle but 
continuing assurance! 

He did not put his waren into bond- 
age, but on a basis of genuine inde- 
pendence. He did not declare for them 
their limitations, but warned them that 
there were limits which they must re- 
eS He was seeking those who would 

capable of an associated but respon- 
sible upbuilding of the kingdom. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE, 


As before, it can be said that Bruce’s 
Matthew in the volume on the four 
Gospels i in the ‘‘ Expositor’s Greek Tes- 
tament” contains notes of great value 
on these passages. Broadus’s ‘‘Com- 
mentary on Matthew” is also very help- 
ful in regard to the Sermon. 


III. Questions ror Stupy anp Discus- 
SION. 


1. The Closing Chapter of the Ser- 
mon, (1.) Has it any one clear-cut 
theme? (2.) Does it afford any con- 
firmation of the theory that the first 
Gospel has gathered up in its report of 
the Sermon other related matter which 
was possibly spoken at another time? 
(3.) What is the principal line of 
thought ? 

2. The Royal Law. (4.) How is it 
hrased in the Sermon? (5.) How more 
fully stated elsewhere? (6.) Is the 
Golden Rule another way of putting 
wee the same idea? 

Deeds and Words. (7.) Why did 
inom insist upon deeds as the real proof 
of Christian growth? (8.) In what re- 
spect is his illustration specially effec- 
tive ? 

4. The Purpose of the Sermon. (9.) 
What did Jesus accomplish 5 Boas 
days of instruction? (10.) Was he 
really revolutionary or not? 


IV. Some LEapING THOUGHTS. 


We ourselves should be the first ob- 
jects of every attempt at reform. No 
movement is sound that leaves our- 
selves out. 

The one permanent basis of judgment 
is results. Nothing else really counts. 


BosTon. 
7 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 


(Continued from page 162) 


to determine his relation thereto. The super- 
intendent is the executive head of the school, 
and his prerogatives should not be assumed 
or interfered with by the pastor or any one 
else, but when these two men understand each 
other, and each in his own place performs 
the duties of his office, there will be harmony, 
pleasure, and adequate results. 








PHILADELPHIA.—How large ought classes 
to be in the lower grades where all occupy the 
same room ?—L. 

This depends on circumstances. The 
more crowded the room and the more closely 
the classes are packed in together, the 
smaller the classes should be. The classes 
should be much smaller than if each had a 
separate room. The matter of discipline 
enters in, somewhat ; the problems of dis- 
cipline are reduced to a minimum in a class- 
room and are greatly aggravated by close 
proximity to other classes. Scholars should 
not be allowed to sit nearer to some other 
teacher than they can get to their own 
teacher, if it can be avoided. Classes should 
not be so large as to require the teacher to 
raise his voice so as to disturb other classes. 
The week-day problem also bears on this 
subject. No teacher should have more schol- 
ars than can be shepherded during the week. 
I should say—seven or eight scholars under 
the circumstances given are quite enough 
for the average teacher. Read Professor 
Marrimen’s -capital: leaflet ** Little Parishes 
of Eight.’’ 


MARCH 17, 1906 


A Universal Remedy 
for Pains in the Back. 


For pains in the region of the 
Kidneys or fora Weak Back 
the plaster should be applied 
as shown in illustration. 


REM EMBER -— Alicock’s Plasters 
have m in use over 58 years. They are the 
original and genuine rous plasters, and 
have never been equalled. Guaranteed not 
to contain belladonna, opium or any poison 
whatever. 


losist Upon Having AlICOCK:S 








SEEDS 
t the guevived of the fittest. We 
he largest seed house Se 


tables? Plant the best seeds—Ferry 
1906 Seed Annual free to all 
applicants, 


D. M. FERRY & CO., 
Detroit, Mich. 
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WANTED {ironed aursery stock: Whole or 
part time. Fast eis specialties ; choice territ 

PROTECTIVE NURSERIES, Geneva, N. V. 











“SUPPOSE I DIE” 


We have helped the people to answer 
that question for half a century or more ; 
to ab wi provision for their survivors. We 
do more : We assist men in making pro- 
vision for their old age, when the money- 

roducing power is waning. Get our 
ree booklet. ‘‘The How and the Why.” 
It brushes cobwebs from the brain. 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
921-923-925 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 


freee gs cot set LAGHT 


dimensions. agot sof Light and 

















estimate free. P. Frink, sst Peari St., New York. 





r= 














Se 








| 








ee ren 





LESSON FOR APRIL 1 








This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employment isn’t slow, 

For she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most pevoenl a in the lor, can 
be kept y clean by SAPOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 
cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 



















HARTSHORN 

SHADE ROLLERS ; 

. Bear the script name of Stewart - 
orn on label, 


Wood Rollers. Tit Rollers. 











The Young People’s - 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





April 1, 1906. Lives that Endure. (Matt. 
7 : 24,25; 1 Cor. 3: 10-15; Eph. 2: 
19-22; 1 Tim. 6:17-19.) Con- 
secration Meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Lives built on Christ (1 Pet. 2 : 
6 


1-6). 
TuEs.—Feeding on Christ (John 6 : 26-35). 
WeEp.—Kept by God’s power (1 Pet. &: 


1-5). 

THurRs.—Through suffering:(z Pet. 4 : 12 
19). 

Fri,—Through faith (1 John § ; 11-13). 


Sat.—‘' Their works do follow’ (Rev. 14% 
12, 13). 
















How does the enduring life begin ? 
What best daily sustains an enduring life? 


What will crown an enduring life: at the 
end? 


HE New Testament is constantly 
setting up the contrast between 
what will last and what will not 

last. Between these two the New Tes- 
tament writers do not hesitate-a moment 
in their choice, and they think that a 
clear presentation of the issue ought to 
result in a similar wise choice on the 
‘eae of every one. Paul is very clear in 

is statement: ‘‘We look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.” And 
so also John: ‘**Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world, 
. .. andthe world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth for ever.” What more needs 
to be said? What will not last is not 
worth while, as against that which will 


_ last forever. 
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Those who accept Christ’s words and 
do them will endure forever. Nothing, 


says Christ, can destroy them or the 


foundations on which they are builded, 
Those who reject Christ's words and 
ignore them will go downinruin. We 
see this happening all about us, Great 
reputations collapse in a day. What 
looked so secure tumbies intoruin. It 
was not built on Christ’s foundation. 
And, on the other hand, we see men 
standing solid and triumphant amid 
long storms, and enduring because of 
the impregnable strength of the Christ, 
the undying One. 


The work that we dois not all of equal 
value. Men say that it does not matter 
what kind of work men do if only they 
do it earnestly. But some work is gold 
and some is brass; some is hay and will 
be entirely destroyed, while some is 
costly stone and will endure. The work 
that is done in character will last. Ma- 
terial achievements are not enduring. 
The earth of which they are made will 
vanish as a garment burned by fire, or 
as a vesture folded and laid away. But 
character is eternal. What is done in it 
will last. That is why individual work 
for Christ is one of the most powerful 
and immortal kinds of work, because it 
deals immediately with character. 


This present world is unenduring, It 
is preparatory school, time of prelimi- 
nary discipline, our opportunity to get 
our souls ready for their real career. 
We are to use it as a work-shop, a time 
of a hy XA opportunity, not of final 
life. he final life is here, however; 
the eternal thing in the midst of time, 
and we are to lay hold upon it now, ‘‘the 
life,” as Paul says, ** which is life in- 
deed,” If we do not do this, what shall 
we have when life isover? All that we 
had will be gone then. Watts’ picture, 
**Sic Transit,” is a picture of death after 
such.a life. The body is covered with a 
shroud. The symbols wound about in- 


vored life that had been ended. And it 
was indeed ended now. The head is 
thrown back in baffled remonstrance, 
It is not a rest.- Over the picture the 
painter has placed the brief words: 
** What I spent I had.” ‘* What I saved 
I lost.” ‘* What I gave I have.” 


% 


Almost every choice is a choice be- 
tween the passing and the abiding. 
Which do we choose each day, each 
hour? Are our tastes for the light and 
trivial or for the substantial and en- 
during. Among people which do we 
choose? Are we like Demas, lovers of 
the present world, and, therefore, for- 
sakers of the kingdom that will last for- 
ever? 

‘** He that findeth his life shall lose it. 
He that loseth his life .. . shall find it.” 








Sleep Destroyer 
The Old Fashioned Coffee 


She suffered from nervousness by day 
and sleeplessness by night. 

‘“‘Up to three years ago,” writes a 
young woman, ‘‘I was in the habit of 
drinking coffee freely and did not realize 
-that it was injuring my health till I was 
suddenly made the victim of nerveus 
headaches so violent that I was com- 
pelled to give up household activities and 
stay in bed much of thetime. Then in- 
somnia came upon me and the wretched- 
ness of sleepless nights was added to 
the agony of painful days. 

*«This lasted till a year ago, when I 
was persuaded by a friend to give up 
coffee entirely and use Postum Food 
Coffee. The result was, in less than a 
week I began to feel the change for the 
better, my nerves grew stronger and I 


improvement continued, and in a short 
time I was restored to health. My 
headaches left me, the nervousness 
passed away entirely, and I enjoy good, 
sound sleep every night. 

‘‘ This is what I owe to Postum, and I 
feel it but right to tell you of it.” Name 
given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

There’sareason. Read the little book, 





**The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs, 


dicate that it was an affluent and hon- | 


began to sleep a little. Day by day the | 
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Just try this COCOA and prove for yourself 
that for strength, flavor and economy it has 
no superior, You will save 





Send 10 cents for crial can, equal 20 cups. Stephen L. Bartlett, Importer, Boston. 








April 15th is Easter Sunday 


NEW EASTER 
SERVICES 


The Easter Message [070253 Wises 
Easter Symbols £2'3!* Mison 


Samples sent free to superintendents and choristers 
who mention this periodical. 


Easter Treasury No. II 
This.annual collection of Easter recitations for little 
and large folk, dialogues, tableaux, exercises, primary 
and motion songs, solos, duets, and other special 
musie, is simply indispensable to those making their 
own programs or in helping out inadequate services. 

Price, 15 cents per copy, postpaid. 


Eight New Easter Anthems 


by Ashford, Lorenz, Williams, Wilson, and others, 
appear in the March issues of the “‘ Choir Leader’ 
| and ‘* Choir Heraid,” samples of which will be sent 
free to choir directors or organists who mention this 





pe iSend for Our List of New Easter Octavos 
and Sheet Music 
The LORENZ PUBLISHING CO. 
150 Fifth Avenue 216-218 W. Fifth St. 
ww 


New York Dayton, Ohio 


EASTER 
BANNER OF THE RISEN KING 





SERVICES 
HOPE DIVINE the three 10 


*FROM CROSS TO CROWN ) <ts. in stamps 
*This can be used as an Easter Cantata. 
NEW EASTER ANTHEMS 
Samples‘to Choirmasters and Organists—Fre= 
The Hall-Mack Co.’s BOOK OF ANTHEMS 
Specimen copy for examination—free (to be returred) 
We pay postage. 


; 8- Arc Phila., Pi 
Hall-Mack Co, 156 Fink Avenus, New York.” 


EASTER =~ 


beautiful and exquisite productions of 
high-class lithography. 
Y Our g6-page catalogue giving illustra- 
FREE full descriptions, and prices of- 
all above, besides our numerous 
Sunday-school supplies. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., 249 Dock St., Phila.,'Pa. 


EASTER SERVICES 
The Easter Message 
- The Shout of Victory 
Earth’s New Morn 


Send Ten Cents for a sample package. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH Co. 
| 150 Pifth Avenue, New York 
Washington Street, Chicago 


57 
E a STE M U Ic School” and Chote. 
as 


CHRIST - F Hi 
new Easter services. Unsur —~'y 2 ee a 
bt 











Enclose 10 cts for our three t including the above. 
. An Faster cantata for the 
8un A usic by Rosche. Rich, dignified anda 
inspiring. Do not failto examine, Price 30c. 
“A OIR” for March contains Easter 
An hems,ete. fort choir. Enclose-l0c for sample copy. 
Fi @ 16 page pamphiet of Specimen es of 
jusic and catalogue for the yo 
chi 


choir m' 
GRO, F. ROSCHE & 00. { Frionge, 2 8 William St. 











* Outside of the Bible, 
it is the greatest book 
I have ever read” 





Writes C. D. Meigs, Secretary of 
the Texas Sunday-school Associa- 
tion, about ‘‘ Teacher - Training 
with the Master Teacher,*’ by 
' Professor C. S.- Beardslee. The 
book is devoted to the study of 
Christ in the act of. teaching, as 
a means of learning how to teach, 
, 50 cents, postpaid, 


The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

















The Sanday School Ges 


Philadelphia, March 17, 1906 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter " 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, or $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information, address ‘The Religious 
Press Association, 904, Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘Uhese rates include postage: 
Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 
$ 1.00 One copy, or. any number of 
. copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00 ; 
: One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be dllowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


‘rhe Sunday School ‘limes will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the foliowing rate, which includes postage: 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 14 Pater 
noster Square, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other 
publications of ‘The Sunday School ‘Times Company 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
teme paid for, unless by special request. 





Enough copies of any ome issue of the: paper te” 
enable all Ke tone a. of a school toexamine Me ewilt 


be sent free, upon application. aie 
Tue SunpDay ScHoot. Timgs Co,, Ea blphense 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphis, ’ 


fri. 
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Actual Life-Saving Work in Progress—America’s Generous Response 





Many Perishing from Cold and Hunger 

Latest advices from the famine fields of Japan give « 
most harrowing picture of the present condition of the 
sufferers in that section. 

The rigorous winter set in much earlier, in real earnest, 
and will stay very much longer. At present, thousands 
of children and aged folk are face to face with biting 
cold and the cruel pangs of hunger. The scene is har- 
rowing enough even to i ne, but 
it is long-drawn, miserable death 
to many of the actors who experi- 
ence its misery, To aggravate the 
misfortunes of the sufferers, the intense 
cold and the deep snows that cover the 
land, make it impossible for them to 
get even fern roots and bark of trees 
and shrubs for food any longer, and 
jones | poor people, after enduring the 
cruel attacks of hunger, have been 
starved to death. 

Whatever is done to help these peo- 
omg must be done quickly, in order to 

available. 





The response is generous, but the 
magnitude of the need to be filled is 
greater still. Let us, to whom hun- 
ger is but a name, concentrate in a 
common impulse to send food where 
starvation’s gnawing grip has become 
gn awful daily reality—-where fathers and mothers are 
helplessly watching their children waste away before 
their eyes, and where wives and daughters, who have so 
lately laid their all upon the altar of their country’s 
honar, are now facing a more appalling fate than death 
upon the battlefield. ; 


A Piteous Appeal 


The Rev. Henry Scott Jeffreys, of Tokio, writes te 
hia brother, editor of the Post-Telegram, of Camden, 
New Jersey: “For God’s sake about 
the famine, and get all the help you can. 


Now Is the Accepted Time 


For a half century we have been on friendly terms 
with Japan; its ports have been open to us; its people 
have assimilated our customs and our civilization, and 
have gradually opened their doors to our missionaries, 
and their hearts to the story of ‘‘Christ and Him cruci- 
fied.’ For the first time we stand face to face with an 
opportunity to show them what the Christlike spirit 
means to us in its practical application. 


Do You Wender that they Need Help? 


In the village of Kamusaki, the rice fields last year 

ielded 30,500. bushels. This year the harvest has 
dese to their storehouses just five-and-a-half bushels, 
not enough to furnish ‘the 5,000 villagers with a single 
meal. The local Relief Committees describe the condi- 
tions as extremely. pitiful. Gaunt mothers, with their 
wasted babies ard ihollow-cheeked children, sit waiting 
for death, seemingly hopeless of relief. 


Mr. W. E. Lampe, Chairman of the Relief Committee 
in Japan, tells of.a two-days’ sojourn in the famine dis- 
tricts. In one county alone, there are 40,000 starving 
people and nearly.$100,000 will be required to keep them 
alive until next May.. Delicate children were eating a 
mixture of boiled leaves and chaff, of a sickly green 
color—another family had. boiled a few acorns for their 
one meal of the day. The keenest suffering has not yet 
been reached, but will come in May, June end July, 
when the supply of acorns, bark and roots has all been 
exhausted, ms still the harvest time is far ahead! 

Can we sleep on peaceful pillows, 
When the light of'day has fled. 
While across Pacific's billows, 
Tens of thousands starve for bread ? 
Pitying Learts that throb with sorrow, 
By your deeds ye shall be known, 
Give to-day, and ere to-morrow, 
“Twill be carved on God's white throne. 


Come, be a Burden-Bearer 


Help us feed. Japan’s starving poor! It is an invita- 
tion to sit in the highest room, nearest to the Giver of 
the feast, Himself the Chief of burden-bearers. We have 
no fear but that the help will come in abundant measure, 
but it ‘is difficult to present with sufficient strength the 
need for haste. The agony of starvation has begun—is 
now in existence! Who will stem this life destroying 
tide? Bf you have not much, “‘Help just a little.” If 


you have more, give of what you have. 








Relief Work Progressing 

The methods: employed by the Japanese for distrib- 
uting relief are exceptionally efficient. As the result 
of the sympathetic and helpful attitude of the officials, 
not one sen of this money will be spent in administra- 
tion. The whole will be used in buying food. In no 
case will money be given. The money goes to the 
heads of the counties. There it is again divided in 
proportion to the. need, and sent to the heads in the 
different towns and villages of the county. They in turn 
buy food for the amount, and give it to the sufferers in 
daily portions. We know that the authorities in the 
three afflicted prefectures are doing all in their power. 
Only let them at once have money or food, for it is only 
too certain that unless some great beneficent influence 
intervenes, the death-roll from hunger and cold in the 
next three months will shock the world. 


The President Appeals 
So ominous is the outlook, that President Roosevelt has 
been moved to address‘an appeal to the American people 
in behalf of the suffering nation, in which he says: "* 
“The famine situation in northern Japan is 
proving much more serious than at first sup- 
posed, and thousands of persons are on the 
verge of starvation. It is a calamity such as may 
occasionally befall any nation. Nations, ‘like 
imen, should stand ever ready to aid each other 
in distress, and I-appéal to the American peo- 


ing fellow-men.of the gréat and friciidly riation «| 
ig Sobhcvres Giw TO whe + perk, ae 





A Local Relief Committee Distributing Food 





A Prayer for the Starving 


The Christian residents of Japan, both natives and 
foreigners, are wrought to keen and widespread sym- 
pathy with the desperate straits of the people of the 
famine-stricken section.- An expression of t‘eir fervid 
interest is conveyed in the form of prayer appointed by 
the Protestant Episcopal bishop of Japan for daily use 
during the famine, inspiring all to self-denial and the 
ministry of service: 

**Almighty and merciful God, Maker and Father of all 
men, upon whom the eyes of all do wait that thou mayest 
give them their meat in due season; look with pity, we 
pray thee, upon thy children in this land who are perish- 
ing from hunger. Fill us with compassion for the suffer- 
ing that we may abound in sympathy and kindness. Make 
us willing to deny ourselves that they may be fed. Help 
us to bear the burdens of the weak, and to minister to the 
wants of all. Grant that this mind may be in us which 
was also in Christ Jesus, who came not to be ministered 
unto butte minister. Save us from pride and selfishness, 
and fill us with consideration and humility, for the sake 
of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.” 


And the Lord said unto him, Thine alms are gone up 
fcr a memorial before God. 


_ away by the overwhelming 


‘ across the ocean.”’ 


If We Hesitate, They Are Lost 


to wi 

Doses caterer sae ree 

Thank God that this is true! Already the big American 
heart has guided the willing hand to the 
and contributions have to pour in from every 
quarter, sent us by many who never rest when the “mis- 
eries of the world” are t 
before them. We have no 
fear but that the help so des- 

rately needed will come, in 

ripture measure—‘‘pressed 
down and running over,’’ but 
it is difficult for us to gi 
the urgent need of quick ac- 
tion. e must stem the tide 
with an almost feverish haste, 
or thousands — yes, tens of 
thousands — will be swept 


fl ere we can stretch a 
hand to save them. 

Think, think of mothers 
bound to the little ones they 
bore, by cords of love just as 
strong and jundying as yours, 
who, to-day, this moment, 
heedless of the clutching grip 
of hunger tearing at their 





.. own vitals, are hopelessly and 


helplessly watching the bright, beautiful hopes of their 


, poor, narrow lives, starve to death before their h 


eyes. ‘That love has a broken ying which cannot fly 
cross the_ Send yours forth upon strong ” al 
..jons to enfold within its shelter the shrunken baby 


. over which some other mother yonder is bending with 


of Japan. | + at osc} oc Drealking heart! Live as as you may, you will 
run: tebertdeves | Sat 1 521.242 6c ed tho bleesing which will cakge to you scooeding 
wer pte His promise. 
| eB Stn alee ea iy 
If thou lessen but by one 
a. The countless ills beneath the sun. 


The Land of His Birth 


This pathetic cry for bread comes from the continent 
of Asia, concerning which Dr. Talmage said: 


Egypt gave to us its monuments, Rome gave to us its laws, Ger- 
many gave to us its philosophy, but Asia gave to us its Christ. 
His mother an Asiatic; the mountains that looked down u 
him, Asiatic; the lakes on whose pebbly banks he rested; and on 
whose chopped waves he walked, Asiatic; the apostles whom he 
first commissioned, Asiatic; the audiences he whelmed_ with, his! 
ilustrations. drawn blooming lilies, and salt crystals, and 
great rainfalls, and bellowing tempests, and hypocrites’ long faces, 
and croaking ravens—all these audiences Asiatic. Christ, during 
his earthly stay, was but once outside of Asia. 


The Daughters of the King 


There are in every communi ly women, pa- 
thetic and kind; pes Sem ated ney radi g do 
good, as they have opportunity, and to aid the poor, the 
suffering and the distressed. We look confidently to 
them for aid at this time. They can work, they can 
speak, they can plead, pray and give. May God call 
them to this mission and graciously prosper the work of 
their hearts and their hands. 


The Ministry of Service 


Let every minister of the Gospel, every Sunday School 
superintendent, every Young People’s iety (whether 
Christian Endeavor, Epworth League, Young People’s 
Union, or Y. M. C. A.), every generous man and every 
tender-hearted and sympathetic woman throughout the 
length and breadth of this land, who reads Tue Sunpay 
Scuoot Times, be true to Him whose life on earth was 
a ministry of helpfulness to the downtrodden, the un- 
fortunate and the desolate; true to themselves and true 
to humanity, and lend a hand in this great work of 
throwi out the life-line to a million aged men, 
defenceless women and innocent children of Japan, and 
thus effectually answer their pitifuP prayer of absolute 
helplessness. 


‘For contribution blanks, circulars, return envelopes in 
the interest of the Famine Sufferers, address as below. 


Every contribution will be thankfully received, and 
romptly acknowledged in the columns of Tue CuristTian 
ua Address : 


Japan Famine Relief Work 


THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 
160 TO 170 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YORK CITY 


May God Bless the Givers and Multiply the Gifts 
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